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PREFACE. 


ls HO” the profeſſed Followers of Fe/us be 


N ＋ 10 ever ſo much divided, and ſubdivided, 


4 


Speculatians in Religion, it is neverthe- 
ed Jelightful to. contemplate their Union in their 


ommon Chriftanity. But when Charity has thus 
xerted all its healing Power and Influence, in Or- 


ler to preduce Harmony out of Confuſion, and 


urn Deformity into Beauty; yet even Charity it- 


f muſt ſubmit to the evident Dictates of Truth, 
nd ſtill ſuffer one Diſtinction to remain. For they 
e not all Iſrael, which are of Hrael: Neither are 


hey all Chriſtians in Reality, who wear that lovely 


Name, Saints and Sinners will diſtinguiſh the whole. 
briſtian World, till the Period of this State of 


hn ſhall make a diſtant and everlaſting WN 


Oh Eternity! ! Eternity ! 


And are Chriftians, thro” every 1 to be thus: 
iſtinguiſned from each other? Will there ever te 
the Church upon Earth, both almaſt, and altcge- 
er, Ghrif iftians ? * the Form of Godlineſs alwa $ 
A 2 differ 


by Modes and Forms, by Notions mb 


* 
. 8 —— y_ OR . 
bh ” . A nk ad #1: 0 Arab CO dr pap n 2 — 
e n 1 8 . Fly „r . WW 
8 > 8 . as \ La 3 3 2 . 
— Y D WAS. _— Fo 


"3 
RT 


* = 
* ; 4 * 
4 f 
* 8 q 4 
* Ly 3 
+ 0 re , 
Ho hae? 4 
4 N J * 1 
133 1 PS - 
2 1 A % 23 * 82 
— 0 N Pe 5 en FIR : : 

42 r ar HG ne ——— 28 
SIT; Y . | A * = 
n 4” 3 ek $4 ated 1 PEA WET 

Ne „„ e r 8 1 1 
TY N ot & 40336: #4 ucts & 1 b * 
2 * . 7 e 3 pi 
= „* „ Lag »_ "I - 

* 8 a x UW 


iv PREFACE. 
differ from the Power; and they, who merely nan t 
the Name of Chrift, from thoſe who actually depar Ml to 
from all Iniguity? Will the Time be never known, bo 
on this Side the Judgment-Day, when Cbriſtianiy ty, 
in Na.nz, and in Truth, ſhall be inſeparably united 

in every Profeſſor? The Thought is very affecting 
It ſhould excite us to ſerious Sef-Iiquiry. Perhaps, 
we have, even this Moment, only a Name to liz, 
while we are dead. And perhaps, after all the ſhi. 
ning Honours of our Chriſtian Profeſſſon, we ſhall 
at laſt appear among the many, who will ſay to Chrif 
in that Day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied in 
thy Name, ard in thy Name have taft out Devil, 
and in thy Name done many wonderful Wark | 
Unto whom he will then profeſs, I never knew you, di- 


part from me, ye thut work Iniquity, For God's Sake, ¶ AA 
and in Pity to our own Souls, let us be perſuadedMcon 
to act the .f, the prudent Part, and examine our-Wſucc 
ſelves, and prove our own ſelves, and know our aun trad 
ſelves, whether we be in Chriſt, or not. ſupe 


Even ſuppoſing our State and Condition for I. 
ternity to be good, Nothing is more deſirable than to 
know that it is ſo. We cannot be happy at preſem, 
without knowing it. And our Happineſs muſt bear 
a due Proportion to the rational-and Scriptural Foun- 
dation on which our Knowledge of it is built. An 
imaginary Happineſs may very ſoon prove real Mil. 
ry, Therefore ſerious Self- Inquiry is, upon all Prin- Nuot 0 
ciples, worthy the Man and the Chriftian, Never“ 
does the Merchant reflect with ſo much Pleaſure up- 
on his ſecular Affairs, as when he has juſt finiſbel 
an exact Ballance of his Accounts, and found hi 
Subſtance, in Fact, not diminiſhed, but improved 
Nor can the Chri/ian ever take a more ä 
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Step, that his Joy may be fill, than, with jealous Eye, 
to review what he has been doing. in a divine Life, 
how he has negotiated his great Affairs for Eterni- 
ty,and whether he finds in himſelf the genuine Cha- 
facteriſticks of an Heir of God, and a Foint- Heir with 
Chriſt, | 5 


Wherever Religion flouriſhes, Self= Inquiry is one 
principal Means of its Beginning and Progreſs. The 
Faith and Piety of the Jailor at Philippi began with 
earneſtly asking, Sirs, chat muſt 1 da to be ſaved © 
And when Thouſands of guilty Jews at Feru/alem 
were, in one Day, brought ts the Obedience of Faith, 


expreſſible Concern of Mind with which they ſaid, 
conſult the univerſal Hiſtory. of the Church, thro' 
ſucceeding Ages, it would appear beyond all Con- 
tadiction, that, whenever religious Se- Inquiry was 
Animoſities of Contention and Debate, real Religi- 
on proportionably ſuffered ; but, when Self Inqui- 
7) revived, real Religion always revived with it. 

Beauty of Hlineſs is never ſo eminently ſeen in the 
Prayer, Preaching, and Adminiſtrations of Sacraments, 
not only have, thro' the Skill and Faithfulneſs of 
Hini/lers, a natural Tendeney to excite every Mor- 
vine Bleſſing, they are made effectual to this impor- 
'on of all pious Miniſters, like the Foy of Har vfl. 


A 3 Brethren 
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their divine Change firſt diſcovered itſelf by that in- 
Mm and Brethren, what ſhall we do? Were we 10 


ſuperſeded by Negligence and Formality, or by the 


It will, I hope, be univerſally allowed, that the 
Houſe of God, as when its ſacred Offices of public 


rpper to ſerious Self-Inquiry ; but when, by a di- 
ant End. To ſee ſuch Glory as this, is, in the Eftima- 
und if, in this Reſpect, my reverend Fathers and 
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Vi PREFACE 

By ethren of whatſoever Denomination, have been ſig. 
nally owned and honoured of God, as I am verily 
perſuaded ſome of them have, I therein do rejoice, 
yea, and I will rejoice, ] defire, with all my Heart, 
more particularly to bleſs God for that Spirit of Pie- 
ty and Zeal, which Numbers of the Clergy of the 6. 
Yahliſhed Church are now exerting, in their reſpec- 
tive Pariſhes, in Order to awaken the Souls around 
them out of a State of ſpiritual Security and Inſenſi- 
bility, and poſſeſs them with the moſt ſerious At- 
tention to eternal Concerns, To hear that many 
of ti eir Pariſhioners are asting the Way to the Heaven- 
ly Zion, with their Faces thitherward, is a convincing 
Evidence that Gd is graciouſly ſmiling on their 
faithful Labours. And it happily intimates, that our 
Candlieſtict fhall not yet be removed out of its Place; 
tho' on many. other Accounts, there is ſo much 
Reaſon to fear it. Indeed, ſuch Labowrers as theſe 
are the Chariots and Horſemen, the Armies and Na. 
tives, of our Britiſh Iſrael, © 


This Revival of a Spirit of Plety and Zeal among 
Miniſters will, I truſt, do more, towards the revi- 
ving the Paſtoral Inſpection of all the Souls belonging 
to their reſpective Pariſhes or Congregations than any 
Thing that has been ever ſo earneſtly, or judiciouſſy 
wrote, in Favour of that too much neglected, but 
moſt important Part of the ſacred Office. The great 
. Apoſile could not have took ſuch a chearfull Fare- 
well of thoſe, among whom he had gone preaching the 
Kingdom of God, and who, he certainly knew, Huli 
fee his Face no more, if, in theſe tender Circumſtan- 
ces, he could not, with holy Confidence, have to 
them, I have taught you publickly, and from Houſe t 
Houſe, And was every Mini/ter to go, as often . 
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| he can, at leaſt once a Year, thro' the ſeveral Fami- | 


lies belonging to his Pariſh, or Congregation, merely 
to inquire into, and aſſiſt them in, their ſpiritual 
Concerns; this, it is believed, would promote a 


more general Attention to religious S- Inquiry, 


than the moſt regular Performance of all other Mi- 


niſterial Duties, abſtracted from it. Our Addreſſes 
from the Pulpit are like Arrows Jhot at a Venture; 


but in Families we directly level at the proper Mark. 
In going from Houſe to Houſe, we ſhall often make 
cose Diſcoveries of the Succeſs of our publick La- 


bours, which might otherwiſe have never been 


known to us in the preſent World; and thus we 


ſhall ſeize the moſt deſireable Opportunities of con- 


firming many ſerious Impreſſions, or Te, them 
before they are quite dead. Thus we may demon- 
ſtrate, how much we are in earneſt for the Welfare 


of Souls, and be the happy Inſtruments of leading 


many to Cloſet, Family, and public Worſhip, who 
have been living all their Lives without God in the 
IWirld, It is, indeed, a Work of Se. Denial, and 
needs much Conqueſt over our corrupt Inclinations; 
but it is no more, than is neceſſary to prove our 
ſelves the faithfull Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, But 
whatever Reluctance we may feel at our Entrance 
on this great and good Work, we ſhall certainly 


find, that the prudent, faithfull and vigorous Proſe- 
cution of it will leave 1705 behind it, infinitely 


more valuable than any Refleftion upon the Hours 
ſpent in the moſt gay, or the moſt learned Entertain- 


ments. Biſhop Burnet, in his Diſcourſe of the Paſto- 
ral Care, repreſents this particular Branch of it, as 


indeed, the Foundation upon which all the other 
Parts of the Pafforal Care may be well managed.” 


Dr. John Edward begins his Book called The Prea- 
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cher with © granting, that there are other Parts of 


the Paſtoral Office, and thoſe of great Importance, 
*© belides Preaching. —— We muſt, (ſays 1 and 


* gquire and endeavour to diſcover, by private Con- 


<« ference, what is the particular Condition of every 
«© Member of our Flock, with Reſpect to Religion, 
„ and the Welfare of their Souls. We are to ad- 
e viſe, counſel, and admoniſh them in their own 


Habitations, as well as in the Church. We have 
< our Bleſſed Saviour for our Pattern in this Mat- 


<«« ter; we have read in the Evangelical Records, 


that beſides his publick Diſcourſes and Sermons, 


« he made frequent Vifits, and gave private Ad- 
** vice and Counſel. And we read, that he Apoſtles 
* taught the People publickly, and from Houſe to Houſe. 
« And our Church approves of this in her Form of 


« the Ordination of Prigſis, where ſhe requires of 
*« thoſe that take that ſacred Office on them, and 
have the Charge of Souls, to uſe private (as well 


% as publick) Admonitions and Exhortation:, as Need 


4. requires, and Occaſion ſhall be given.” Dr. Lecch- 
man, in his Sermon en the Temper, Character, and 


Duiy of a Minifler of the Goſpel, ſays, the Em- 
% ployment of compoling Differences, or extin- 
« oviſhing Animoſities, ſearching-out modeſt and 
« indigent Merit. and relieving it, comforting a 


« melancholy Heart, giving Counſel to a perplexed. 


«' Mind, ſuſpending Pain by our Sympathy and 
* Preſence, tho' it were but for a Moment, ſug- 
4 veſting to an unfurniſhed Mind proper Materials 
« for Meditation in the Time of Diſtreſs, or lay- 
e ing hold of a favourable Oppertunity of convey- 
« ing valuable Inſtructions, and religious Impreſſi - 
„ ons, to a Mind little ſuſceptible of them on other 
« Occaſions; there is no Need of ſaying any I hing 
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PRE F ACE. „ 
te jn Confirmation of this: It was the glorious Cha - 
« rafter of Jeſus, that Hz went about doing God.” 
Dr. Doddridge, in his Sermon on the Evil and Dau- 
ger of neglecting Souls, obſerves, ©* the Learned, the 
« Wile, the Virtuous, the Pious Miniſter, is, I fear, 
« often negligent of a conſiderable Part of his Truſt 
« and Charge. —— The diligent Inſpection of the 
« Flock, Paftoral Viſits, the Obſervation of the re- 
« ligious State of Families, perſonal Exvortations, 
« Admonitions and Cautions, by Mord or Letter, as 
« Prudence ſhall direct, the Catech:/ing Children, 
« the Promoting Religious Aſſociations among the 
® younger and the elder People of our Charge, and 
« the ſtrièt and reſolute Exerciſe of Diſcipline in 
« the ſeveral Churches over which we preſide ; are 
« theſe no Parts of our Office? Will we ſay it with 
« our dying Breath, will we maintain it before the 
« Tribunal of Chri/t, that they did not belong to 
« the Chriſtian Miniſtry ? And if not, will our Care 
« in other Parts of it be allowed as a ſufficient Ex- 
* cue before him, for our total Omiſſion of theſe 
Mr. Baxter, in his Gildas Salvianus, or the Reformed 
Paſtor, ſays, „ one Word of ſeaſonable Advice 
given by a Miniſter to Perſons in Neceſſity, has 
* done that Good, which many Sermons would not 
have done, = When I look before me, and 
conſider what, thro' the Bleſſing of God, this 
Work well managed is like to produce, it makes 
' my Heart leap for Joy, Truly, Brethren, [and 
ad grant this may be more abundantly applicable 
o all the reverend Brethren in this preſent Day, 
han it ever was in 1655 !] you have begun a moſt 
* bleſſed Work, ſuch as your own Conſciences may 
' fejoice in, your Pariſhes rejoice in, and the Na- 
ion rejoice in, and the Child that is yet unborn ; 
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ge yea, Thouſands and Millions, for ought we know, 
„may have Cauſe to bleſs Gd for, when we have 
% finiſhed ourCourſe.“ : 


But we are not to imagine, that the promoting 
religious Se, Inquiry in precious immortal Souls is 
to be abſolutely confined to the Sacred Office of the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry, Every Rank, and Relation of 

Human Life may contribute ſomething, that is 
valuable, towards the benevolent and moſt impor- 
tant Deſign. What knoweſt thou, O Wife, ſays the 
Apoſtle, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Husband? Or 
haw knoweſt thou, O Man, whether thou ſhalt ſave 
ty Wife? His ſuggeſting this to the Conjugal Re. 
lation, makes it no way improper to add, “ how 
„ knoweſt thou, O Parent, or Mafter and Miſtreſs, 
«© or Brother and Siler, or Friend and Neighbour, 
e whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Children, or Servants, 
« or Brethren, and Siſters, or any other Friends and 
„intimate Acquaintance?” *Tis an univerſal Du- 
ty, to exhort one another daily, while it is called to- 
Day; leſt any of us be hardened thro the Deceitſulneſs 
of Sin, As we would abhor the Temper and Cha- 

after of murtherous Cain, we ſhould never ſay, as 
he did, Am I my Brother's Keeper? By a Mord. 
ſpoken in due Seaſon, only in Simplicity and godly Siu 
cerity, and without the leaſt Appearance of invading 
the Miniſterial Office, it has often happened, that 
thoughtleſs Souls have been led to ſerious Conſider- 
ation, and Self- Inquiry, ſo as to ſecure to them- 
ſelves eternal Life, And what has been done, may 
be done again, and ſhould be attempted by all the 

Lovers of Souls, in a humble Dependance upon his 

Grace, who died for them, gndreſe again. 


Beſides 


PREFACE: xi 
Beſides theſe private and perſonal Efforts, there 


are others of a pablick and focial Nature, by which 


both Clergy and Laity may concur together, for pro- 
moting a more general Spread of religious Self-[n- 


| quiry. Inſtances of this Kind have been in every 


Age: And, bad as the preſent Age may be in other 
Reſpects, I am far from thinking, that in this, we 
can jultly ſay, the former Days were better than theſe. 
The preſent Century began with the numerous and 
ever memorable Societies for Reformation of Man- 
ners, thro' Great Britain and Ireland, which were 
well known to have been chiefly contrived, and 
ſupported, by the happy Union of the -pious and 


publick-ſpirited both among Clergy and Laity. A- 


bout the ſame Time, and with the ſame united Spi- 
rit, were alſo formed, in England and Scotland, the 


Societies for propagating the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 


Not to mention what has alſo been done, within 
the ſame Period, and of the ſame Nature and Ten- 
dency, by our Fellow- Prote/tants in other Parts of 
Europe. By a divine Bleſſing on theſe vigorous 
and well-concerted Meaſures, there is Reaſon to 


hope, that a Concern for ſerious Piety was not only 


revived and ſpread in theſe Nations, and other Parts 


of the Prote/tant orld; but alſo that conſiderable 


Numbers of the Heathen and Mahemetan Natives of 
Aſia, Africa, and America, have embraced the Goſ- 
pel under all the peculiar Advantages of a Proteſlant 
Profeſſion. This appears, by the Succeſs which has 
attended the Prote/tant Miſſicnaries, both in the Ea/?, 
and Mſi-Indies; together with what is lately begun 


among thoſe unhappy African Negroes, who are 


Slaves in many of our American Colonies, but eſpe- 
cially in Virginia, where many of them are zladiy 
receiving the Goſpel, under the /lated Miziftrations in 
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the Neighbourhoods in which their Maſters reſide. 
Theſe happy Events, taken in their due Connecti- 


on, ſeem to diſtinguiſh the preſent Century from all 


farmer Centur ies, as the only one, in which ſerious 
Piety has been making ſome conſiderable Advances 
among many of the Natives of every Quarter of the 
Globe. All theſe, we hope, are only the Dawnings 
ef a more illuſtrous Day. 


| Scarce any one of the Societies, now referred to, 
has a more direct Tendency, in Proportion to its 
Extent, to revive, or to ſpread religious Se Inqui- 
ry, than that which calls itſelf, The Society for Prome- 
ring religious Knowledge among the Poor. This was be- 
gun in Landon, Auguſt, 1750. Its numerous Mem- 
hers, who are principally of the Laity, and indeed of 
different religious Perſuaſions, are nevertheleſs well 
united in the Choice of the moſt practical Books in 
Divinity, and in beſtowing them upon any neceſſi- 
tous Objects that are recommended to their Charity, 
without regarding any other Diſtinction. God grant, 
that the Accounts, which this Sacicty appears to have 
received already, from various and remote Parts of 
theſe lande, as well as from our remoter American 
Colonies, may only prove an Earneſt of yet more nu- 
merous and more delightfull Accounts, which ſhall 
be communicated to them ! * 


But to crown all theſe Endeavours, both of Clergy 


and Laity, towards ſpreading thro' our dear native 
Land, and thro' the whole Earth, a ſerious Concern 


. for 


Arie of the fame Nature, and with much the ſame Rules, 
was begun at Edinburgh, Februrary 1756. Another at Glcforw, 
October, 17 56. [ vid. Gillics's Appendix to his Hiſtorical Collection: 
No. 1.} | . . 
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for eternal Things in every human Breaſt, we 

cannot wiſh to have any Thing added ſo im- 

portant in every View, as a Spirit of Prayer for 
the further Coming of the Kingdom of God, Certain- 
ly that above all other Expedients, would have 
the moſt encouraging Aſpect, both upon our own 
Age, and upon the Ages to come. Without 

Prayer, the beſt-concerted Schemes are very de- 
fective, and the moſt vigorous Efforts are nei- 
ther rightly prepared for Succeſs or Diſappoint- 
ment. Nothing is more reaſonable, than to c 
tnowledge God, by Prayer, in all our Ways, And it 
ſhould be conſidered, that there is peculiar Need for 

the Acknowledgment, when our Attempts more im- 
mediately relate to he Kingdom of God in our World; 

and conſequently to an Intereſt, which is ſure to be 
oppoſed by whole Legrons, not only of evil Spirits, 
but of thoſe perverſe Paſſions and Prejudices, which 
govern the Views of moſt Men, and from which 

we dare not ſay our own Hearts are perfectly free. 

Tho” it muſt be allowed, that to pray for the Pro- 
ores and Succeſs of the Goſpel, in the Conviction 

and Converſion of Sinners, and in the Ediſication 
of Saints, is equally the Duty of all Perſons and 

Times; yet it is alſo manifeſt, that when God pre. 
pares the Heart of his People to pray, it is a Token. 
for good, that he will cauſe his Ear is hear. If Zion's 
Friends will nat for Zion's Sake hold their Peace, and 
for Jeruſalem's Sake will not reft, there is Reaſon to- 
hope, the Righteouſneſs there is about to go forth as 
Brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof as a Lamp that 
burneth ; and that e're long God will lab, and 
will make Jeruſalem a Praiſe in the Earth, If the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt peculiarly encourages the united Prayers 
of his People, by promiſing, that ¶ but two of them 
Hall agree on Earth, as touching any Thing that they 
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/hall ask, it ſball be don? for them by his Father which 
is in Heaven; then, ſurely, we may conclude 7h 
Promiſe fhall not fail, when Multitudes of praying 
Szul, in different Nations, and in different Dnarters 
of the Globe, of different religious Perſuaſians, and 
Firms of Worſhip, ſhall animate each other's Faith 
and Ferveur, by explicitly agreeing together, both as 
to the important Matter, and as to the ſolemn Seaſon 
of Prayer. And, bleſſed be God, this is not a Thing 
that exiſts only in Idea, but, even in this degenerate 
Day, has ſome glorious Reality, | 


The fir/t printed Agreement of this Sort, that ever I 
met with, was publiſhed by Dr. Dodaridge, Febru- 
ary, 1741-2, in a Covy of an Afeciation at Northamp- 
ton, for propagating the Kingdom' of Chriſt in the World, 
placed in the Margin of the Dedication of his Sermon 
en the Evil and Danger of neglecting Souls, Page viii. 
The Articles of that Society, ſo far as they relate to 

Prayer, were theſe. 1. That we ptirpoſe, as G0 
t ſhall enable us, to be daily putting- up ſome earneſt 
& Petitious to the Throne of Grace, for the Advance- 

nnen of the Goſpel in the World, and for the Succeſs 
« of all the faithfull Servants of Ebrift, who are en- 
ce gaged in the Work of it, eſpecially among the 
& Heathen Nations, —2, That we will aſſemble at 
« leaft Four Times a Near, in our place of publick 
« Worſhip, at fuch Seaſons as ſhall by mutual Con- 
“ ſent be appointed, to ſpend ſome Time in /olemn 
& Prayer together on this important Account.—3. 
&« We do hereby expreſs our Defire, that ſome Time 
& may be then ſpent, if God give an Opportunity, 
1 ce in reviewing thoſe Promiſes of Scripture, which re- 
s late to the E/tabliſhment of our Redeemer's King- 
*« dimin the World; that our Faith may be _ 


— 
rr 


. 2 9 or aeration: 


| ſhould be more privately devoted to the Purpoſes of 


PEEFACE.- 


| 7” ted, and our Prayers quickened, by the Conn. 
ce plation of them,” $ | 


The next was a printed Memorial from ſeveral Mi- 
niſters in Scotland to their Brethren in different Places for 
continuing a Concert for Prayer, firjt entered into in the 
Year 1744. This is to be ſeen in Vol. 2. Page 399 
— 402, of a Work intitled, Hi/torical Collections rela- 


ting to remarkable Periods of the Succeſs of the Goſpel, 


and eminent Inſiruments employed in promoting it; com- 


piled by the Rev: Mr. John Gillies, one of the Mini- 


ſters of Glaſgow. Printed by Foulis 1754. The AHe- 


morial informs us, that the Concert was firſt began, 


with an immediate and ſpecial Regard to the Co- 


ming of the Kingdom of God, and the Succeſs of theGoſ- + 
pel of Chriſt in our World, by ſome Miniſters and o- 
thers in Scotland 1744, and was then extended only 
to zo Years: But, at the earneſt Deſire of ſeveral 
Miniflers and others in America, it was renewed in 
1746, and agreed upon for the ſeven following Years : 
We are alſo told, after the Copy of the Memorial, 
that the Time agreed on for the Continuance of the. 
Concert being elapſed, it was farther propoſed and 


agreed, by ſeveral Miniſlers and Societies in Scotland, 


to continue it for ſeven Years more; that is, from 
June 3d, 1754. To this 4 Agreement is added a 
eneral Invitation and Intreaty, that all, into whoſe 
Hands it may come, would join in ſo happy an Ex- 
pedient for promoting the Kingdom of God, and the 
Succeſs of the Goſpel of Chrift in our World. The Ar- 
ticles of this Concert for Prayer ſeem to be an Im- 
provement upon thoſe publiſhed by Dr. Deddridge ;- 
particularly, in determining, that /onmte Part of every 
Saturday Evening, and every Lerd's- Day- Morning, 


the 
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=_ } PREFACE | 
the Concert; and that the ſame ſhould be made 2. 
publick Exerciſe, once every Quarter of a Year 3 
namely, on the Fir/t Tueſdays in the Mintbs of 
February, May, Auguſt, and November ; or, at leaſt, 
on ſuch other Days, nigh to t:eſe, as ſhould be 
found molt agreeable to the State and Circumftan- 
ces of particular Societies and Congregations, It is al- 
ſo expreſsly provided, in the Memorial, that theſe 
particular Determinations be conſidered as Friendly 
Reſolutions, which may be altered by each Per/on, 
or Society, at Diſcretion, and be adapted to all the 
various Circumſtances of different People, Times, 


and Places, fo as perfectly to conſiſt with the moſt - 
_ extenſive Chriſtian Liberty. In the Pages now re- 
ferred to in the Hi/torical Collections, we have an 


Account of rhe great Progreſs this Concert has made | 
in New- England, and other Parts of the Britiſh Co- 
lonies in America, where many Miniflers, private 
Chriſtians, yea, Congregations and Churches, have en- 
tered into it, and continue to enter. In one of the 
Letzers from thence, a Miniſter writes, May 234, 
1749, Tis Matter of great Thankfullneſs and 
* Joy, that God puts it into the Hearts of ſo ma- 
ny in various Parts, to unite in extraordinary 

« Prayer for the Coming of Chriſt's Kingdom: And 
« ſurely it bodes well. It would tend to cauſe this 
« Concert to prevail much more here, if we could 
« hear that it was greatly ſpreading and prevailing 
<« on your Side the A:lantick Ocean, where it was 
« firſt begun, and from whence it was propoſed to 
46. us,” ith an immediate Reference to the Con- 
cert for Prayer, it appears that the Rev. Meſs. Se- 
wall, Prince, Mebb, Foxcroft, and Gee, Paſtors in 
Baeſton, publickly declare, And this _ we 
& cannot but recommend to all, who defire the 
* % Coming 


REFA CE: . 
« Coming ef that bliſsfull_ Kingdom, in its promiſed, 
«« Extent and Glory, in this wretched. World.. 


Tho! the above Agreements relating to Prayer for 
the coming of the Kingdom of God, and the Sucteſs of . 
the Goſpel of Chrift in our Morid, are the only In- 
| ſtances of the Kind, that I have ever ſeen in Print; 
et | doubt not there have been many, of the ſame. 
Naw and Tendency, which have never been 
made known beyond the particular Neighbourhoods 
where they were tranſacted, or the little Circle of 
Perſons immediately concerned in them; and per- 
haps merely depending on Verbal Promiſes and an 
Union f Hearts, without ever committing any Par- 
ticulars to Writing. One ſuch Inſtance, I have the 
Pleaſure to obſerve, is yet remaining among my 
 Kidderminfler-Friends, who, with a diſtin and im- 
mediate View to the Intergſt 1 Cbriſt, and the Spread, 
of his Goſpel through the Earth, have privately met to- 
gether, once every Month, and ſpent about 2 Haut 
in Prayer; and this Practice they have continued 
between Twenty and Thirty Years, which is more 
than double the Time ſince my ſirſt coming to this 
Place. Some of them remember, how my worthy; © 
Predeceſſors encouraged, and their pious Fare, 
Fathers were ingaged in, the ſame Deſign; 
which, in Connection with more important Mo- 
tives, would have its proper Weight with them to 
maintain the Practiſe. . Le 


On the whole, there is Nothing I would more 
earneſtly intreat of my Readers, next to the ſecu - 
ring their en Perſonal Intereſt in Chriſ, than their 
| heartily joining in ſuch benevolent Prayers for the 
more glortous Coming H his Kingd;m among all Men: 

_. | And . © 


— 


xvili PREFACE. 
And perhaps ſome may be the rather induced to in- 
gage in this good Work, by conſidering, that tho 
rovidence may have rendered them incapable of 
contributing towards moſt other Schner and Efforts 
for promoting the Succeſs of the Goſpely and the 
Spread of religious gel,. Inquiry ; yet they can have 
no juſt Objection to this of Prayer, which lies as 
open to the Poor, as to the Rich, and may be prac- 
tiſed by Perſons in the greate/! Obſcarity, as well as 
y thoſe in the moſt eminent Stations. Certainly the 
gor e be Rich in Faith, and there- 
fore Rich in Prayer; ſo that even their Power and 
Intereft at the Throne of Grace, may, according to 
the infallible Eſtimation of Heaven, be equal to 
that of Princes, who toręſtle with God and prevail. 
Thus, by their Prayers, it may be eaſy for their 
deep Poverty to abound unto the Riches of their Liber- 
ality towards Millions of their much more impo- 
veriſhed Fellow-Men; ——But, it is more eſpecially 
deſireable, for giving the wideſt Spread to this pious, 
rational, and ſcriptural Scheme for Prayer, that 
God would rag incline the Hearts of Hini- 
flers of all different enominations, to exert them- 
ſelves to the utmoſt; in Order to carry it into Exe- 
cution, wherever their Inffuence extends. And as 
ſoon as Zion ſhall, in this Senſe, travail, we are 
then taught by divine Promiſes to infer; that /he 
all bring forth her Children, ſbe ſhall break forth on 
the right Hand, and on the left, and her Seed ſhall in- 
herit the Heathen Land, and make the deſolate Cities to 
be inhabited, | LE”, | 


wich Reſped to the folbwing Sermons, T have on- 
ly this to add, that a divine Bleſſing has already 
| | attended 
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PREFACE. We 
attended them, from the Pulpit, with Efficacy to 
ſome Souls, both for beginning a divine Life, where 
it was wanting, and for improving it, where it 
was begun; it is therefore my chearfull Hope, that 
the compaſſionate Redeemer will not new deſpiſe 


ſuch a Mite, which, in this more publick Manner, 
is ct into his ſacred Treaſury, 
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e een NTHI A NS v. 17. firſt Part. E: | 
Therefore if any Man be in Chrit— 


LN MONG the various Profeſſors of Chri . 
MA a F tianity nothing is more generally ag 
vN Ok knowledged than the high Importance LY 
XM of having a clear and undoubted Title 1 
to the Chriſtian Character. If we apprehend our 4 
Neighbour's Title unexceptionably good, we ſilent- i 
ly congratulate his Happineſs: If we deliberately 
judge, that this is our own Caſe, we are preſently  _ i | 
conſcious of ſome Degree of that Peace of God which __ 


paſſeth 
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9 The grand Inquiry 
paſſeth all Underflanding. On the other Hand, if we 
are obliged to look on any around us, however fond 
of their Chriſtian Name, as having no Title to the 
Thing itſelf, which that lovely Name imports, their 
Miſtake is the Object of our Pity, and we ſecretly 
wiſh to have their Error ſeaſonably corrected, and 
all its tremendous Conſequences effectually preven- 
ted. But if ever we entertain ſuch diſmal Thoughts 
of our own State and Character, we are unavoida- 
bly frighted at. ourſelves, feel an inward Torment 
waich we cannot ſufficiently expreſs, and perhaps 
conclude ourſelves of all Men the moſt miſerable, 
religious State, whether a peaceful or tormenting 
one, may be equally unſupported by Truth; and 
neither the one, nor the other, have any Exiſtence 
but in our Imagination. Probably there are Multi- 
tudes, who glory in their Chriſtianity, but without 
the leaſt Appearance of the Chriſtian Temper ; who 
hope for Salvation by Chriſ, but their Hope is that 
of the Fiypoecrite which all periſh. Nor is it lefs 
probable, that amongſt the ferious and deyout there 
are not a few, whoſe Piety wears a very diſcoura- 
ging Aſpect, and who are numbering themſelves a- 
mongſt Hypocrites and Unbelievers. 
Theſe miſtaken Apprehenſions can only be recti- 
fied by a due Attention to the Sacred Volume. This. 
only is the Light of our Feet, and the Lamp of our 
Paths, ſafely to lead us out of the Labyrinth of our 
own perplexed Thoughts and Reaſonings. The 
Paſſages of Scripture, which have this happy Ten- 
dency, are innumerable ; among which the Words 
of the Text are not the leaſt diſtinguiſhing. | 
It ſeems the Church at Corinth was not without a 
Mixture of nominal and real Chriſtians, Though the 
T. 2 Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle chiefly addreſſes himſelf to the latter, yet 
he was unavoidably led 46 ſpeak, of the former, as 
Perſons aubich gloried in Appearance and not in Heart 
(a]; who were fal/eApo/iles, deceitful Hiorkgrs, tranſ- 
forming them/elves into the-Apofiles of Ghrifl, (b). No 
Wonder ſuch Perſons looked upon Paul with Envy, 
and upon all, the 'T'ran{parts. of his holy Zeal as the 
mere Effects of Magnels. That theſe were their 
Thoughts of him, appears by the Manner in which 


he vindicates. himſelf; J/hether we be befides our/elves, 


ſays he, it is to God; or whether we be ſaber it is far 
your Cauſe. For the Love of Chrift conſtraineth us, 


becauſe we thus. judge, that if eue died for all, thin were 


all dead : And that, he died for all, that they which live 


ſhould not henceforth Jive its themſelves, hut unto him 


which died for them, and roſe again. Wherefore hence- 
forth know we no Man after the Fleſh ; yea, though we 
have known, Chrift after. the Hlæſb, yet now: henceforth 
know we him no more (c). After this compleat Vindi- 


cation, the Apoſtle proceeds, in the Words of the 


Text, and thoſe: which immediately follow, to an 


Inference which equally concerns both nominal and. 


real Chriſtians; which-effectually takes forth the pre- 
ciaus From the vile, and plainly teaches every Man, 
how to aſcertain the Validity, or Inſufficiency of his 


Title to the Chriſtian Character. Therefore if any 
Man be in Chriſt, he is à neu Creature: Old Things 


are paſt away; bebold, ail. Things are become new. 
Here is a Caſe, propoſed, in which every Man is 


intereſted, who makes any Profeſſion of .Chriſtiani- 


ty; and a Rule of 7. ur laid down, by which 
every Profeſſor may try himſelf with all deſirable 


Perſpicu y and Preciſion. The Propoſal is ſo in- 


% | 5 tereſting 
e 2 C ) 8 
(c) 2 Egr. v. 131. 
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tereſting, the Rule of Judgment is ſo ſatisfaQory, 60 
that one is ready to conelude, that every Hearer 5 
will anticipate the Deſign of this Diſcourſe, by an b 
immediate and particular Application, Am 7 in YI 
Cbriſ? Nothing is more defirable than to cherjſh 5 
à Diſpoſition to ſuch an Inqui iry : Nor can any 5 
Thing be. more ſuitable to the Apoſtle s Deſign, W - 
Therefore to encourage every Hearer to the perſo- G 
nal Inquiry, and at the ſame Time to illuſtrate the d: 
Making of the Text, let us conline o our Thoughts 1 
to the following © . | A 
Obſervation. Am ti in Crit v or not * is an 1 
Inguiry, which may help any. Man to know he 

the State Wat con gal. e bi 

| I. It will be proper to expldin the Inquiry, 7 

| mann .. | G 
II. To prove that any Man may know ah 2 
ö "ther he . me i or not. 15 
III. To point out dne of the Reaſons, why fa 
„„ 7 many Perſons never know whether they fol 
Have an ent in Cheri t, or 1 Ce 

| IV. To urge all to 8 this grand Inqui- 95 
"TY who * ages: neglected it. 4 5 

nel nh. It is of no netie Importance to explain ag 
the full Meaning and genuine Import * = 

— 3 What it is for * Man to be the 


Chrift. © 


0 To FRE in Chrifl, © is to have a Perſonal Intereſt 
« in the Bleſſings of eternal Salvation, which Chriſt 
| % has 


7 kas promiſed to all them, and hom only, that obey 
« him (d).” — In this Senſe the Phraſe frequently 
occurs. Particularly, when Paul ſays of himſels, 
o je Be the Loſs of all THE and do ccunt 

them Wit Dung that I may win Chriſt; and be found 
in him (e). His Loſs ef allT ings, in 155 pre · 
ſent Werld, could only be counterbalanced by his 
Gain of eternal Bleſſings in Chriſt. Nor can he mean 
any Thing leſs than this, when he ſays of others, 
there i it there fore now no Condemnation to them which are 
« in Obriſt WOL us,” who walk not after the Fleſb, but 
after the Spirit (f); that is, they, and only they, 
who obe iy by a holy Walk, have a clear Ti- 
tle to final Acceptance and compleat Salvation by 
him. Elſewhere the Apoſtle more diſtinaly enu- 
merates thoſe Bleſſings which the Saints receive 
from Cbriſt, and which they teceive as the Gift of 
God; of whom are ye in Chrift Jeſus,” who of 
Cod is made unto, us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and 
Sancti cation, and Redemption (g). To be in Christ 
muſt therefore include the 4 diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
rater and Happineſ z/s of a true Chriſtian... This is 
farther confirmed | y the Clauſe which immediately 
follows the "Text, when conſidered in its proper 
Connection with it: If any Man be in Chriſt, he is 
a new Creature. If being a new Creature was not 
eſſential, both to the Character and Happineſs of a 
true Chriſtian, or, in che Language of the Text, 
to a Man's being in Chriſt, our bleſſed Loid would 
not have. ſo ſolemnly declared, verily, verily I jay 


unto you, except a Man be born 8 he cannot fee 
the AM 45 God Ob. 


5 And 


(a) Heb. v. Fo 


| (% Phil. nl. 8, 9. 7 
t) Rom. viii. 1. (8) 1 Cor, i. 30. 
" me il, 3» - 6 
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And is it the whole of a true Chriſtian to b- in 
Chrift? Surely if any Thing can render the Expreſ- 
ſion yet more important, it muſt be the Manner in 
Which it is uſed in the Text ; where, under the in- 
finuating Form of a Suppoſitidn, the Apoſtle moſt 
inoffenſively excites every Man to apply the grand 
Inquiry to himſelf ** Come then, O my Soul!“ 
let each of us be ſaying to ourfelves, improve the 
& falutary Hint; enter the Flelds of Self- Inquity; 
c penetiate the deepeſt Receſſes of a treacherous 
« Heart, and try what Concern thou haſt in the 
* Powers, Principles and Pleaſures of a Life pecu- 
ce liar to the true Chriſtian. Does the great Apo- 
« ſtle ſuggeſt, for univerſal Advantage — if any 
&« Man be in Chriſt? ——Nothing can be. more ta- 


* 


* 


« tional in itfelf, more ſubſervient, O my Soul! 
6 to thine eternal Intereſt, or more conſiſtent with 
& the Apoſtle's Meaning, than to ask thyſelf, am / 
„ e 5), Mae 
Is my Character that of a true Chriſtian? Am 
46 J diſſatisfied with the mere Name, ' unlefs I have 
*« alſo the Thing? Do I renounce all undue De- 
“ pendance on my beſt Performances, or inward 
we Diſpoſition „ abhorring the Thought of making 
„ a Saviour of any Duties done by me, or of any 
«© Virtues, or Graces wrought in me? Whilft] 
4 profeſs to depend upon 'Chr:/? alone for Salvati- 
& on, and am ſolicitous to know, and, when 
known, to find in myſelf, the genuine Evidences 
4e of an Intereſt in Crit? Do I eſteem the moſt 
4e zealous Attachment to any Party of Chriſtians, 
to any Forni of Worſhip, or to any Scheme of Dic- 


cc 
vc 
CC 


trine, abſtracted from Holineſs of Heart and Life, 0 


to be an inſufficient Evidence of an Intereſt in 0 


Chrift ? Is the Word of God the only Sn 6 


L 


0 


Am I in Chriſt er not? 27 
« by which I meaſure the Size of my Chriſtian 
« Character, the only Tauchſtone by which I: try 
„its Sincerity, and the only Rule to which I re» 
« duce its Virtues and Graces? Have I, according 
« to that Holy Word, been convinced of Stn (i)? 
% Have I had ſuch a Senſe of my Sins, both of 
« Heart and Life, of their abominable Pollution, of 
« their dreadful Guilt, and the everlaſting Con- 
« demnation and Ruin, to which they expoſe me, 
« as to be weary of my State and Condition, and 
« even to labour, and be heavy laden, like one that 


« js preſſed down under an inſupportable Burthen ; 


« And, deſpairing of Help and Eaſe any other 
„% Way, have I ever came to Chriſ to find Reft unto 
% my Soul (k)? Was I firmly perſuaded, that Chriſi 
« is able, and willing, to ſave them to the uttermo/t, 
© that come unto God by him (I)? Did I cordially. ap- 


prove, and gratefully rejoice in, the appointed 


Way of Salvation by Repentance towards Goa, 
“and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſi (m)? Is 
* mine a Repentance unto Life (n); a Turning 


« from Dead Works, to ſerve the living God? Is it 


* {incere, univerſal and perſevering, even a Re- 
** pentance to Salvation not to be repeated of (o)? 


Will my Faith in Chri/t ſtand the Trial ? Is its 


Nature and are its Fruits divine? Does it, like 
* the Centurion's Faith, lay me low in the molt af- 
fecting Senſe of my own Unworthneſs of Chri/?'s 
„ Regard, at the ſame Time that ic fills me with 
„the moſt adoring Confidence in him, as an all- 


© ſufficient Redeemer (p)? Is it, like the Faith of 


2 ee 
(i) John xiv, 8. (k) Mat. xi, 28, 29. 
0 John vi. 37. Heb. vii. 27. compared. (m). Acts xx. 21. 
n) Acts xi, 28. (o) 2 Cor. vii. 10. 
(p) Mat, Vul,-8, 9, | : : 


* © 
1 
þ 
1 
F 


1 
| 
32 
S 43 
by . 
4 
7 
| 


—— » * r 


—— 1 — H. 8 OS es — 
iro — — 2 n a io ob Cree; e 
6.2 DO on —— . 3 0A, a Se SEAS we en 
— | ; N 


— 


28 The grand Inquiry 
« the Syrophenician Woman, not only Self. abaſing, 
£ and Chriſt-exalting, but likewiſe ſo importunate 
« for his Bleſſings as to take no Denial (q) ? Un- 
te clean as my Nature is, and filled with corrupt 
£6 Propenſities, does my Faith derive Virtue from 
% Chrift, to heal the moſt inveterate Diſeaſes of my 
- *« Soul (r)? Does it purify my Heart (s), and im- 
«« plant there every divine Principle and holy Dif. 
+6 poſition ? Does it, as the Sub/iance of Things hoped 
«© for, and the Evidence of Things not ſeen, enable 
« me to overcome a ſmiling, or a frowing Wr{d 
& t)? Worthy of its Heavenly Extraction, does 
c it work by Love (u), and make me zealous and 
« faithful, diſintereſted and indefatigable, in ſer- 
„ ving my God and Saviour, my Fellow: Creatures, 
fe and eſpecially them who are of the Houſpold of Faith? 
& Whatever my religious Attainments may ſeen, 
5 am[ftill fo ſolicitous to abide in Chriſt, thut I may 
$ bring forth much Fruit, deeply ſenſible that with- 
& out Chriſt, like a Branch broken off from the 
„% Root, J can do Nothing (w); Therefore, forget- 
* ting thoſe Things which are behind, and reaching 
&« forth unto thoſe Things which are before, do I preſs 
« toward tha Mark, for the Prize of the High Cal. 
&« ling of G:d in Chrift Jeſus (x) ® Am I rejoicing in 
every Service or Suffering, by which I am made 
s more like Jeſus, and more ready to meet him, 
4e when his Glory ſhall be revealed © And when I have 
& done all thoſe Things which are commanded, do | 
& really eſteem mylelf an unprofitable Servant (y); 
4 infinitely obliged to the Mercy of God in Chrift 

£0 | . Jp cc Jeſus 


a» - 


* 


(q) Mat. xv. 22—27» (r) Mark v. 34. 
(s) Acts xv. 9. te} of 4p v. 4. 
| (w) John xv. 5. 


(u) Gal. v. 6. „ 
(x) Phil. ili. 13, 14. (y) Luke xvii, 10, 
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« Jeſus my Lord for my preſent Acceptance, and 
« future Reward? Search me, O God, and know my 
« Heart ; try me, and know my Thoughts, and help 
« me to ſee what my Character is, that I may know 
« whether J am in Chri/t or not. 0 | 
« And if, through Grace, there be any Reaſon 
for me to hope, that I am poſſeſſed, though in a 
« \mall Degree, of the real Character, will not that 
© include in it a proportionable Claim to the diſtin- 
« guiſhingHappineſs of the true Chriſtian? Am not 
" made accepted in the beloved Feſus (z)? Is not mine 
the Bleſſedneſs of the Man to wham the Lord will 
(not impute Sin (a)? May I not with appropria- 
ting Confidence, look upon the holy and glorious 
{ Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, as having re- 
 conciled me to himſelf by Feſus Chriſt (b)? May 
I not conclude, that the Son of God, unwor- 
thy as I am, loved me, and gave himſelf fir 
ne (c)? And that the Spirit of God does it- 
elf bear Mitneſt, in ſome Degree, with my Spi- 
' rit, that I am the Child of God (d)? What then 
' ſhould prevent me from applying to myſelf his 
' exceeding great and precious Promiſes, with all the 
' unconceivable and ineſtimable Bleſſings contai- 
"ned in them? Whether the World, or Life, or 
' Death, or Things prejeut, or Things to come, may 
not ſay, they are all mine, becauſe Chrift is 
mine, and J am his (e)? Are nat Saints on Earth, 
and Saints in Heaven Fell w-Citizens with me of 
the new-Jeruſalem, ad Fellow- Members of the 
Houſhold of God (f)? Are not Holy Angels the 
| 3 mini/iring 


(z) Epheſ, i. 6. (a) Rom. iv. 8. 

(b) 2 Cor. v. 18. (e) Gal, ii, 20. | 
d) Rom, viii, 16. (e) 1 Cor, iii. 22, 23. 
) Epheſ. ii, 19. . 
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ture - Promiſes to produce it; 


% mini/iring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for me, 2 
& one of the Heirs of Salvation (g)? Am I not be 
& gotten, according to the abundant Mercy of the Gol 
« and Father of our Lord Jeſus | Chrifl, unto a lroch 
« Fope, F an Inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 


and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for mi 


„ (h)? And is not all this Felicity placed for me 
% on the firmeſt Baſis, even that of an everlaſting 
* Coverant, ordered in all Things and ſure (i)? 

* «© [Ts this the intimate Connection between the 
& true. Chriſtian's Character and Happineſs ? Is thi 
« the juſt and comprehenſive Import of each, tho 
„ but feebly deſcribed? Tis impoſſible, O ny 
Soul! to ask thyſelf any Queſtion fo intereſting 
« ſo important, as this, Am 1 in Cbriſt? 


o 


* 


| Secondly, We are to prove, that any Man 
may know whether he has an [Intereſt ix 
Cbri or not. | 


The Arguments for this Purpoſe are ſuch, u 
every ſerious Mind will acknowledge to be a2 it 
telligible, and convincing, as the Inquiry itſelf 
important, It is only to conſider, the Mann 
in which the Divine Oracles direct us to attain ti 
Knowledge; —— the evident Tendency of Scrj 
the peculiar Cor 
cern it has with the Offices and Characters of 
Holy Spirit, as a Reprover and Comforter; 
and the Experience of Multitudes by wlfom it 
been actually attained. 


1. That any Man may know whether he 


has an Intereſt in Chri/?, or not, appears, 
| ” ce from 


(e) Heb, i. 14 (h) 1 Pet, i. 3, 4. (i) z Sam, xxiii. . 
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holy, ag and heavenly, and therefore new. By. 
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4 from the Manner in which the divine. 
c Oracles direct us to attain this Know- 


7 cc Leden | +4 


Ties is no N Direction, how to know 
whether we have a Perſonal Inteseſt in CHriſt o 


not, than that which our Text introduces. We 


are taught to conſider our new Creation as an un- 


doubted. Evidence of our Intereſt in Chriſt. And 
that an Evidence of ſo much Importance might not 
be miſapprehended, we are told, what we are to un) 
derſtand by. gur new Craation, in the Words which 
— follow: Old Things are paſt away ;- be- 


bold all Things are become new, Let any Man try all 


Things in the Temper of his Mind, as well as in 
the Conduct of his Life, whether they be eld or 
new; that is, whether they be as fooliſh and ſinful, 

as corrupt and vicious as ever, and therefore ; or 
remarkably and univerſally changed into wiſe and 


, 


following this Part of the divine » Counſel, any Man 


may in ſome Meaſure diſcern, what Anſwer be- 


loags to the Grand Inquiry, Am I in Chr ot, or or 
not ? 

Another Direction, of equal deres but re- 
commended in this Epiſtle with great Earneſtneſe, 
is, examine yourſelves, whether ye be in the Faith; 


prove your own ſelves : know ye not your awn ſelves, 
how that- 75 efus Chriſt is in you, except ye be Repro- 


bates (k)? Can any two Characters be more. oppo- 


lite than, either, to have in us the Temper of Jeſus 


Chri/t ; or, be ſo deſtitute of it, and averſe to it, as 


to be Reprobates, like Silver that will not Rand cba | 


(k) 2 Cor, Xlll, 5. 


I 
1 
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| 


- 
2 
8 


* 


92 
— 


42 The grand Inquiry 
Touchſtone? Is any Duty more apparently neceſ- 
ſary than to examine, which of the oppoſite Cha- 
racters is our own? And, if this Duty is performed, 
what can hinder our obtaining ſome Degree of 
Self Knowledge, as the certain Conſequence of 
toch Seif-Examination? 7 0 
The ſame Apoſtle directs the Galatians how to 
judge of their ſpiritual State, by pointing out to 
them the different Fruits, which would certainly be 
produced in their Temper and Conduct, in ſome. 
Proportion to the Prevalence of Fiz/hly or Spiritual 
Principles in their Hearts. And becauſe none but 
true Chriſtians can experience the univerſal Preva- 
lence of Spiritual Principles, over thoſe that are | 
Fie/hly, he therefore concludes, for the Satisfaction ö 
of all true Chriſtians, and for the Conviction of all 


6 ſuch as have only the Name of Chriſtians, they that ; 
a are Chriſt's have cruafyed the Fleſh, with the Affecti- ; 
; ens and Luſts (I). | e 1 F 
1 Another Apo/ile, having exhorted Chriſtians to ; 
$ - ceultivate every Grace and Virtue belonging to thoſe 1 
| that are RY a divine Nature, infers, that by 7 
this Means their Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, » 

and conſequently of their. own Intereſt in him, 0 

would greatly increaſe: Whereas, by neglecting to 1 

cultivate every Grace and Virtue, they would cer- R 

tainly reduce themſelves to a State of great ſpiritual te 

Blindneſs and Impotence. He then reſumes the Exhor- P, 

tation, and urges it with redoubled Force, wherefore. 4 


the rather, Brethren, give Diligence io make your Cal- 1 
ling and Elictien ſure( m). They could not but know, 1 
that they were already called to an ouft-wrd Profeſſi- * 
on of Chriſtianity ; and therefore the leaſt Part of * 
the Apoſtle's Meaning muſt be, that by the dili- 
gent Cultivation of every Grace and Virtue, which ; 

Sts conſtitutes 


a Gal, v. 17—24. (m) 2 Pet. . 4— 10. 
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conſtitutes a diviae Nature, they might certainly 
arrive at ſome ſatisfactory Evidence of their own 
Perſonal Intereſt in Chr:f, | e 


It ſeems to have been one leading Deſign of the 


Apoſtle John, in writing his firſt Epiſtle, to help his 


Fellow Chriſtians to diſcern their own ſpiritual 


State; that they themſelves might have the Joy, 
and that Religion might have the Credit, which 
ſuch a comfortable Diſcovery would naturally oc- 
calion. Theſe Things, ſays he, write we unto you, 
that your Foy may be full, — And hereby we do know, 


| that we know him, if we heep his Commandments, — 


But whoſo keepeth his Word, in him verily is the Love 
of God perfefted; hereby know we, that we are in him. 
Wi know, that we have paſſed from Death unts 
Life, becauſe we love the Brethren. — And he that keep- 
ah his Commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him; 


and hereby we know, that he abideth in us, by the Spirit 


which he hath given ns.—Theſe Things have I written 
unto you, that believe en the Name of the San of God 
that ye may know, that ye baue eternal Liſe; and that. 
ye may believe on the Name of the Son of God (n). By 
comparing ſuch Paſſages as theſe, in 7Zobz's Epiſtle, 
with what we have in his Goſpel, we have good 
Reaſon to infer, that our bleſſed. Lord alſo intended 


to inſtruct his Diſciples, how to diſcern their own 


Perſonal Intereſt in himſelf; ſince he fo frequently 

aſſures them, that their Obedience to his Commang- 

ments would be an undoubted Evidence of their 

Love to him, and conſequently of their Intereſt in 

him. If ye love me, keep my Commandments.— He that 

bath my Commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that, 
5 By ls hveth. 


* (3 Joni 4. hp f. il. 1 24. „ 23. 


a a SR 
. =. f 


. 1 NNE 03 
» 
* 


34 The grand Inquiry 
leveth me. He that loveth me not, keepeth not my Say · 
ings (o). : TM | 
Theſe are a few, indeed very few, of the many 
Inſtances in which the holy Scriptures direct us how 
to know whether 'we have a Perſonal Intereſt in 
Chri/t, or not. And ſhall all theſe ſtand for No- 
thing ? Dreadful as the Thought is, there is no a- 
voiding it, if the grand Inquiry, am I in Chrift, or 
not, will not admit of a determinate Anſwer. 


2. It may alſo be argued, that “ the Pro- 
“ miſes of Scripture have an evident 
„ Tendency to help any Man to know 
& whether he has an Intereſt in Chri/t, 
or not.“ 7 - 

8o numerous are the Promiſes, and fo perfectly 
ſuitable is any one of them to illuſtrate the Force of 
our Argument, that to be curious in ſelecting would 
be altogether needleſs. That Declaration, He that 
believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved (p), tho' of 
a general and comprehenſive Import, mav never- 


theleſs be properly applied as the firm Baſis of Con- 


ſolation, or Self-Condemnation' to any particular 
Soul. That the true Chri/tian may derive ſome 
chearful Hope from hence, concerning his own Sal- 
vation, he takes this Promiſe in its intimate Con- 


nection with the Character to which it is annexed, 


and reaſons in ſome ſuch Manner as this; *I am 
de not only baptized in the Name of Chri/?, but I 
de hope I have true Faith in him. I find in my- 
&« ſelf (adoied be rich Grace) a deep Senſe of my 
« own Unworthineſs, high Eſteem for a Pw 

| 3 6c ent 


(e) John xiv. 15, 27, 244 (p) Mark xvi, 26, 


Ld voy Sv WV 


"3 0E 


Am I in Chriſt ar not? 35 


cc dent Love to him, Hatred: of all Sin for. his Sake. 
« and full Purpoſe of Heart to ſpend all Jam and 


6« have in his Service. 1 cremble at the Thought 
« of ſharing in the preſent Character, and final 
« Condemnation of Unbelievers. I am often cry- 


© ing, Lord, I believe, belp me againſt my Unbelief 
(4). Lord, increaſe my Faith (rj. 1 hope, there- 
« fore, it is not Preſumption in me to ſay, I believe 
c in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and, according to his 
« Promiſe, I ſhall be ſaved.” On the other Hand, 


how can the mere nominal Chriſtian avoid ſeaſon- 
able Conviction and Self. Condemnation, if he will 


but allow himſelf to inquire, whether the Baptiſm 
he has received, and the Faith which he therefore 


profeſſeth, are producing in him ſuch Fruits as deep 
Humility and Self-Abafement before God, fincere 
Love to Chriſſ Hatred of all Sin for Chrift s Sake, 


and Reſolutions by divine Help for new and holy 


Obedience? Will not his Conſcience be obliged to 


teſtifie againſt bim, that none of theſe Fruits of fa-. 
ving Faith are found in him, that therefore the aw- 


ful Remainder of our Lord's Declaration too plainly 
belongs to him, he that believeth nor Hall be dam- 
neil? 

In like Manner, the true Chriflian may, take any 
Promiſe, of a more particular Kind, and more diſ- 
tinguiſhing Nature, and may apply. to himſelf the 
Comfort reſulting from it, if, through Grace, he 
can diſcern in himſelf the peculiar Characteriſtick, 
to which the Promiſe is made. Does the Chriftian 
perceive himſelf reduced to ſuch a Senſibility of his 
own Meanneſs, Dependance and Guilt, as to be 
poor in Spirit He TINT: with a Confidence that is 

. B 6 N 
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perfectly conſiſtent with the deepeſt Humility, pro- | 
nounce himſelf blſſea, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 


3 
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his own (s\,—Doth he mourn for Sin, more than for 
all his worldly Sorrows and Difappointments ? He 


pw aſſure himſelf, that Bl-ſſedneſs is in; ag con- 


nected with ſuch Mourning, for in dueTime he ſhall 
be comforted with thoſe Conſolationt of God, which are 
neither few nor ſmall (t).— Has divine Grace ſo al- 


tered his Temper, that, from being haughty and 


paſſionate, he is become habitually meek and {why ? 


He is therefore intitled to the Promiſe, that he alt 


inherit the Earth, with a ſpecial Bleſſing from Hea- 


ven, upon all his earthly Enjoyments and Intereſts 


(u). — Doth he feel in himſelf ſuch prevailing Appe- 
tites of Soul as Hunger and Thirft' after Righteouſ- 
neſs * Bleſſed is he, for in the compleateſt Senſe he 


hall be filled (w).— Is he merciful in ull his Temper 


and Conduct towards them that are appointed to 


| ſhare in his Pity and Bounty? Bleſſed is He, for he 


ſhall obtain Mercy, from a merciful God and Savi- 
our. Is it his conſtant Labour, and fervent 
Prayer, to be pure in Heart; and his real Grief, to 
have any impure Thought or Affection enter there? 
Then bleed is he, for he ſhall ſee, and compleatly, 
and eternally enjoy, a Gd of unſpotted Purity and 


Perfection (x). 


But if the Nominal Chr i/flian thoroughly tries him- 
ſelf by each of theſe Characteriſticks, he will find, 


that inſtead of ſpiritual Poverty, his Mind is intoxi- 
_ cated with an Apprehenſion of his own Worthineſs 


and Self-Sufficiency : Inftead of Mourning for Sin, 
he will perceive, that his! is the Sorrow of the World, 


which. 


(s) Mat. v. (t) V. 4. : (u) 1. &. 
0. Garn 
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which worketh Death: Inſtead of Chriſtian e yh 
that he has either the Eaſe and Indolence of a Na- 
tural Temper, or is more openly or ſecretly indul- 
ging the Exceſſes of Wrath and Revenge, of Envy 
and Malice : Inſtead of hungering and thirſting after 
Righteouſneſs, that his moſt ſolicitous Inquiries have 
manifeſtly been, what ſhall I tat or drink,. ar where-' 
withall fhall I be cloathed? Inſtead of the Mera- 
ful Temper, that his tendereſt Mercies have been Cru- 
ety, if not to the Bodies, at leaſt to the Souls of 
thoſe around him: And inſtead of Purity of Heart, 
he cannot avoid this Conſciouſneſs, that his Heart 
has entertained unclean Thoughts and Affections, 
nor was ever. diſpleaſed with their: coming-in, or 
th-ir Stay there. Thus the farther he goes in 
his Self-Examination, the more apparently the 
Promiſes ſpeak a Curſe to him, rather than a Ble/- 
fing, becauſe he is altogether deſtitute of the peculiar 

Characteriſticks to which the Promiſes are made. 
In this Manner every Promiſe, whether of a 
more general, or a more particular Kind and Na- 
ture, has a moſt manifeſt Tendency to produce the 
Satisfaction, ſo much deſired by the true Chriſtian 
concerning his Intereſt in Chriſt; and alſo the Self- 
Condemnation which is equally neceſſary for the 
Nominal Chriſtian. But it the One is not this Way 
to be attained, neither is the Other, And. if this 
was the Caſe, it might well be asked, to what End 
has God given his People ſo many great and precious 
Promiſes ?: Is it their Deſign to diſtribute Bleflings 
promiſcuouſly ? Or rather like the Cloud in the Wil- 
derneſs, is not their bright Side towards Iſrael, at 
the ſame Time that they ſpread Dar#neſs before the. 
Egyptians? Certainly, where they meet not with fh 
Firs of Promiſe, there they are turned into dread- 
r 74 E F | 7 4 ES TY] ful 
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ful Curſes. God himſelf formed the Earth, he made it, 

he hath eftabliſhed it, he created it not in vain, be for- 

med it to be inhabited. Neither hath he ſpoke bis Pro- 
miſes in vain, Nor ſhall his People in vain ſeek 
their peculiar Support and Comfort from them. 
There is Nothing the Bleſſed God more reſents, 
than with Lies to make the Heart of the Righteous ſad, 
whom be hath not made ſad; and to ſtrengthen the 
Hands of the Wicked, that he ſhould not return from 
his wicked Way, by promifing bim Life (y). Is not the 
Spirit of God, both the Spirit of Truth, and the Spi- 
rit of Promiſe 7-—— Thus, from the evident Ten- 
dency of Scripture-Promiſes, we are naturally led 
* I 


E 3. That any Man may know whether he has 

3 | an Intereſt in Chris, or not, “ becauſe 
«. this Knowledge has ſuch a peculiar 
„ Concern with the Character and Offices 
« of the Holy Spirit both as a Reprover 

« and a Comforter,” WEL 


Our bleſſed Lord expreſsly told his Diſciples, 7 
will pray the Father, and he fhall give you another Com- 
forter, that he may abide with you for ever: Even the 
Spirit of Truth, whom the World cannot receive, be- 
cauſe it  ſeeth him not, neither knoweth him : but ye 
| know him, for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in 
i | you (Zz). This he ſaid, partly, to comfort them in 
1 the mournful Expectation of his being ſhortly ſepa- 
rated from them; and partly, to encourage and ani- 
mate them to manifeſt their Love to him by keeping 

. bis Commandments, to which he had juſt before been 
Tee 2 N exhorting 


1 (7) Ezek, xiii, 224 Ĩ.̃᷑i :) Jchn xiv, 26, 17, 
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Am T in Chriſt or not? 19 
exhorting them. And what he promiſes hall abide 
with them for ever, cannot juſtly be confined to their 
own Perſons ; but muſt be interpreted as extending 
to all his obedient Diſciples in all Ages. Accor- 
dingly the Apoſtle Paul tells the Saints at Epheſus, 
after that ye believed in Chriſt, ye were ſealed with 
that Holy Spirit of Promiſe (a). And to the Romans 
the ſame Apoſtle ſays, ye have not received the Spirit 
of Bondage again to fear ; but ye have received the Spi- 


rit of Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The 


Spirit itſelf beareth Mitneſt with our Spirit, that we 
are the Children of God. And if Children then Heirs ; 
Heirs of God, and Foint-Heirs with Chriſt (b). He 
had a little before given them this, as his own Ex- 


perience, the Love of God is ſhedabroad in our Hearts, 


by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us (e). And af- 
terward, that all of them might happily experience 
the ſame, he earneſtly prays, Now the God of Hope 


fill you with all Foy and Peace in Believing, that ye 


may abound in Hope, through the Power of the Holy 


Ghoſt (d). In the Beginning of the Chapter to 


which the Text belongs, he refolves all his delight- 
ful Views of approaching Immortality, into the 


_ comforting Influencies of the Holy Spirit. We know, 


ſays he, that if our earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle 
were difſokved, we have a Building of God, an Houſe 


not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, Now 


he that hath wrought us for the ſelf-ſame Thing, is God, 
who alſo hath given unta us the Larneſt of the Spirit. 


Therefore we are always confident ; willing rather to be 


abſent from the Body, and to be preſent with the Lord 
(e). And to ſhew that the Holy Spirit was given te 
; Es | „ 


(a) Epheſ. i. 13. (b) Rom. viii. 1 5—17. (e) Rom. v. 51 
(d) Rem. * (e) 2 Cor. v. 7, 5, ©, 8, N 
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40 The grand Inquiry © 
others, for the fame happy Purpoſes, he not only 


reminds his Converts at Epheſus, that the Spirit with 
which they were ſealed, was the Earneſt of their In- 


| heritance, untill the Redemption of the purchaſed Poſ- 
 /effi:n ; but he alſo ſolemnly warns them, 727 zo grieve 


the holy Spirit of God, whereby they were ſealed unto the 
Day of Redemption (f). en ee TP, 

It ſhould alſo be obſerved, that, as Conviction of 
Sin always goes before divine Conſolation, for this 


Reaſon our Bleſſed Lord expreſsly declares, con- 


cerning the Comforter, whom he promiſes to ſend, 
that when He is come, he will reprove the Morld of Sin 
(g). But in vain does the Holy Spirit ſuſtain ſuch 
Offices, if in Conſequence of his convincing Power, 


Sinners may not as clearly know that they have not 


yet an Intereſt in Chri/, as Saints be enabled by his 


comforting Influences to conclude that their Intereſt 


in Chriſt is well-grounded. | 

On the whole, as we reaſoned concerning the 
evident Tendency of Scripture- Promifes, ſo we 
muſt in the preſent Cafe. If neither cal nor n2ninal 
Chriſtians can attain ſufficient Evidence of their In- 
tereſt in Chriſt, or their Want of it, then Chri/? has 
promiſed this divine Reprover and Comforter in 
vain; and in vain does an Apoſtle talk of the Con- 


ſolations of the Spirit, as experienced, either by 


himſelf, or others. Were we to conſider, ** what 


„Hand the Spirit of God has in this Work, aſ- 
& fiſting us in the Knowledge of ourſelves, and in 


«© Order to an Aſſurance of our good State; tis 
« certain,” ſays a pious and judicious Divine,“ he 
et jndited-and formed a Rule by which we moſt ex- 
« amine: He is the Author of thoſe gracious Ha- 

2 Bats 


(F; Eyhef, i. 14. ir, zo, (sz) John xvi, 3, 


« 
6 
66 
(6 
66 
tt 
cc 
co 
cc 
te 


13 
46 


Am I in Chriſt or not? E 


© bits: and Acts, in which our Conformity to the 


Rule conſiſts: He helps us in the Exerciſe of 
Grace: He ſometimes, no doubt, ſhines- in upon 

the Mind, enlightens, and, as it were comments 
upon his own Work, makes it diſcerned and un- 
derſtood: He may ſometimes aſſiſt in making 
the Concluſion; embolden the Chriſtian to de- | 

termine in Favour of himſelf, which his great 
Modeſty, Humility, and Timorouſneſs made him 
ſhy of doing. Nor will I deny but he may ſome- 


times, in an immediate authoritative Manner, in- 


terpoſe and decide the Queſtion, that has long 
been depending in the Mind, in Favour of the 


Believer. I aſſert Nothing here, neither will I 


deny this is ever the Caſe. His more ordinary 
Method is to witne/5 with our Spirit, that we are 


the Children of Ged, But he may poſhbly, on 


Special Occaſians, that require it, witneſs to them, 
without much of their Concurrence in the Work: 

As when the more melancholy Chriſtian, that 
dare ſcarce entertain a good Thought of himſelf, 
or any Thing he doth, has been long poring up- 
on himſelf, and is Rill bewildered, involved in 


Darkneſs and Fears, the Divine Spirit may, at. 


ſuch a Time, through a ſpecial Diſpenſation of 
Grace and Favour, come-in to his Aſſiſtance; 
ſpeak Peace, pronounce and make a Deciſion in 
his Favour. But this we are not to promiſe our- 
ſelves, nor expect; but wait for Evidence in the 
net Way. 9 Once more, 


4. We may r and comfortably argue 
from © the Experience of Multitudes, 
* who 


* Pennet : Chriſtian Oratory, Part i. Chap. ii. Sect. xi, 
. 34 Edition, Page 572, 573- 
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3 . yvyho have obtained for themſelves: # | 
! & ſatisfactory Bilance of thaw Intereſt 
« in _—__ ; oft =] I 


With what eee e "coli our 
Apoſtle declare his own Intereſt in the Love of 
 Chri/t, when he ſays, who loved me, and gave him- 
ſelf for me (h)? How peaceful is the Reflection he 
makes on all his paſt Ingagements to Chri/t? / 
know whom I have believed, and I am perſuaded that he 
7+ able to keep. that which I have committed to: him a- 
gainſi that Day (i). And, becauſe he faw that Day 
approaching, ms OY is: be tranſported with the Prof. 
pect, and even anticipates the Triumph? I Have 
Faught a good Fight, I have finiſbed my Ceurſe, I have 
kept the Faith; Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a Crown of Righteenſneſs, which the Lord the righ- 

teous Fudge ſhall give me at that Day; and not to me 
only, but unto all them that love his appearing (x). 
Glorious and well-conducted Triumph! He takes 
Care to ſhew, that ſuch joyful Proſpects beyond the 
Grave were far from being peculiar to himſelf, It 
is moſt unreaſonable to imagine he would put ſuch 
a Stumbling-Block in the Way of his Fellow: Chriſti · 
ans, as muſt naturally ariſe from his expreſſing ſuch 
Satisfaction concerning an Aſſurance of his own 
Perſonal Intereſt in Chriſt, if none could attain it 
| but himſelf, or a few of his diſtinguiſhing Rank. 
| Wiſely does he make it the Characteriſtick, not of 
Apoſiles, but of Chriſtians, to lobe the laſt appearing 
of Chriſt, And therefore to all true Chriſtians is 
the Exhortation addreſſed by another Apoſtle, 10 


be r for, and haſtening unto, the Coming of the 
Day 


(w) Gal. ii. 20. (i) 2 Tim. i. 12. (k)-ir. 7, 8. 
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Day of God (I), as to them an Event, not of Ter- 
ror, but Delight; which will fulfill their Hopes, 
and compleat their Joy; and to which they ſhould: 
tend, with ſuch ardent Defires, and ſtrong Emo» 
tions of Soul, as long abſent Friends do to a pleaſing 
Interview. Nor were ſuch Exhortations given in 
vain, fince it appears by a Teſtimony not to be diſ- 
puted, that Multitudes of common Chriſtians to9k 
Joyfully the Spoiling of their Goods, knowing in them- 
ſelves that they had in Heaven a better and an enduring 
Subiance (in). Not only Martyrs and Confeſlors; but 
innumerable others, whoſe Faith was never brought 
to the fiery Tryal, have nevertheleſs lived and died 
with ſatisfactory Evidence of their own Perſonal 
Intereſt in Chriſt. Nor do I apprehend,” ſays 
the excellent Writer juſt now referred to, Know- 


6 ledge of our State, (call it Aſſurance if you pleaſe) 


“ fo uncommon and extraordinary a Thing as 
«© ſome are apt to imagine; underſtand by Aſ- 
& ſurance a ſatisfactory Evidence of the Thing, 
& ſuch as excludes all reaſonable Doubts, and diſ- 
& quieting Fears of the contrary ; though it may 
© be, not all tranſient Suſpicions and Jealouſies. 
„ Such an Aſſurance and Certainty Multitudes 
“ have attained, and enjoy the Comfort of; and 
& indeed it is of ſo high Importance, that it is a 
&«& Wonder any thoughtful Chriſtian, that believes 
c an Eternity, can be eaſy one Week or Day 
« without it *. ls it wonderful that any thought- 
ful Chriſtian ſhould be eaſy one Week or Day, 
without the ſatisfactory Evidence of his Perſonal 
Intereſt in Chri/t? Does Scripture and Experience 

| ll, abun- 


(b) 2 Pet. iii. 12. . (m) Feb. x. 34. 
* Bennet, ib. page, 568, 569. 
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abundantly prove, that this Satisfaction is attain- 

able? What then ſhall we ſay, or think of Multi- 
tudes, who live and die, without ever attaining it? 
Therefore in Order to open a more diſtinct View, 
to all nominal Chriſtians, of their unjuſt Claims to 
an Intereſt in Chri/t; and to all true Chriſtians, of 
their very different Attainments in the divine Lite, 


: we ſhould . 


- hirdy, To Pei out 43 of the Reaſons, why 
many Perſons never know whether they have an 


| Intereſt in Chr it or not; but this we n a in 


the next ** 
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2. ContmrHuians v. 25 firſt Part. 


7 bergfore if any Man be in Chriſt. 
| wo Have read of „ a certain Prince's Ger- 
* avant, whoſe Fidelity and Diligence 
Ye I 55 were ſo pleaſing te his Maſter, that 
be ge be promited to give him whatever 
he would ask. It happened the Ser- 
« vant fell ſick, and was near Death. In his Ex- 
« tremity he earneſtly; requeſted a Viſit from his 
Prince, who being come to his Bed-Side, asked, 


8 


hat he deſired of him? The Servant begged 


6s. that 
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treſs, O Mretch that I am ! Have I ſpen 
: Life in ſerving a Maſter, that is not. able to afſi/i 


one Hour Lie? I will no longer ſerve 


that he might not die, but live ſome Years longer. 
The Prince told him he muſt ask ſomething elſe, 


for that was not in his Power. The Servant 
then begs to live one Year, or one Month, and at 


laſt if it was but one Day. The Prince continued 
to tell him, that what he asked was quite out of 
his Power to grant, and that he muſt ask Mo- 
ney, or Preferment, or Phyſick, or other Things 
that were in his Power, But the Servant re- 


plied, that hE needed neither Money, nor Pre- 


ferment, nor Phyſick, for none of theſe could 


prolong his Life one Day; and therefore, ſince he 


could not prolong his Life, he begged of bim 
the Aſſurance of his Saluation. that, if he muſt die, 
he might die in Peace and with Aſſurance to be 
ſaved. This Demand very much afflicted the 
Prince, who told him, that his Salvation de- 


pended upon the Grace of God, and conſequent- 
ly was not in his Power to promiſe, much leſs to 


give. Phe diſappointed Servant, turning from 
his Prince to the Wall, cryed out, in great Diſ- 
t all my 
me in my greateſi Need; not ſo much as to give me 


a Maſter ſo 
impotent. Upon this he ſolemnly vowed to God, 


' if he would reſtore him to Health,” he would ſerve 
Cad only, and mind the Concerns of his Soul, and 


give himſelf up to a Lord, who was able to give him 


eternal Life, It pleaſed God to reſtore him to 


Health, and for ſome Vears he lived a holy Life, 
and at laſt died comfortably. Let this Story 


teach us, that 0 whom we yield ourſelves Servants to 


his Servants we are to whom we obey ; whether 


of Sin unto Death ; or of Obedience, unto Righteouſ-. 


neſs 


Fg 


Am. Toit Cd aur? =” 


ente) Unöemwtecocdet; t ay bf us ſtay, till a 
Drain ed convidoe:us oß our Need of ſerving 
Ghrift, und feruriug an Intereſt in him. Rather 
let èacli of us now be ſaying, in all the Vigour of 
Health, Am I ferving-Ghri/t ? Am Linterefted in him? 
To Aſſiſt us in rp g 11 n e en 
xanoty we bare eb 18 8787 
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el Hans W N aint any An may 3 | 
| i he has an Intereſt in Chriſt, or not, by At- 
guments drawn from the Manner in which the di- 
vine Oracles direct us to attain this Knowledge 
the evident NDendency of Sci pture -Promiſes to pro- 
duese it - ihe peculiar f it has with the Cha- 
racters and Offices of the 2 Spirit, as a Repro- 
ver and Comforter 5 the xperience of Multi- 
tudes by whom it has e oy attained, We 


Are now, 48 b dn ns: tow pi 


Thirdly, To lint « out 2 5 the low 
ſons, why many Perſons never know 
whether they eee an neee in cr _ 
Er not. "600 


A e by ined Ft abr with he Chric- | 
tian World will enable us to obſerve, that this is 
owing to one or other of the following Cauſes; ei- 
ther, — groſs Ignorance of the Truths of the Goſ- 
pel; or, — total Neglect of eternal Concerns; or, 


—the 2 ſome criminal — or; — a Re- 
1 n | 


% 


(n) Rom, vi. 16. 


* 
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courſe to falſe Evidences; or,—unwarily preſeri- 
1 Limits to the Operations of the Spirit of God; 
r,--not applying divine Promiſes; or, - not comi 
0 the Lord's: Table. T; heſe' Cauſes are each of them 
of a Moral Nature, and: therefore are eaſily to be 


diſtinguiſhed from o7bers, which are either Natural 


or Supernatural; ſuch as Melancholy, the Buffetings 
of Satan, and divine Deſertions. Concerning theſe 
laft, it ſhould be carefully obſerved, that they cer- 
tainly are the great Affiction of thoſe that are exer- 
ciſed with them; but are by no Means to be eſtee- 
med their Cuil. And even where theſe: /a/? are 
blended with the former, as is not unuſual, they 
tend in Proportion to their Degree of Influence, to 


- diminiſh; rather than aggravate: the Gulf ariſing 
from Moral Cauſes. And conſequently; if there be 
any here, whoſe Want of ſatisfactory Evidence of 
their Intereſt in Chriſt is merely owing 40 a melan- 


chaly Conflitution, or to Satan's Buffetings, or to di- 


vine Deſertions, they may aſſure themſelves that the 


following Particulars are not deſigned to charge 
them with the m Guile. . 


K There are why in ny Chriflian World, 
whoſe Want of knowing whether they 
have an Intereſt in Chriſt, or not, may 
be aſcribed to their “ groſs "op ona of 
66 the FORE! of the aye vos Why 


whe 
That Ignorance” is the Source of atummibered 


ven molt fatal Miſchiefs to the Souls of Men is 


paſt doubt. Therefore the Lord complains, my 
Foyle -are de eftroyed Jon Tact of Kienoledge (0). For 
the 


lo) Hef. iv, 6 


my — „ yy . — . uy om» 790 2 -_- 5» © 1 


mh wy 


An I ia Chriſt or wt? 49 
the ſame Reaſon the Goſpel is ſent to the Nations, 79 
oper, their Eyes and to turn them from Darkneſs ro L:ght 
(p). But Nothing can more. exalt our Ideas of the 
Importance of Knowledge, than to hear our bleſ- 
ſed Lord pleading with his Father, in Behalf of 
his Diſciples, this is Life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Fuſes brit, whom 
thou haſt [ent (q)- But though Knowle ge is ſo ne- 
ceſſary to conſtitute the Chriſtian's Character, and 
be his ſure Guide in the Way to eternal Life; yet 
alas! what Ignorance of the moſt important Truths 
of the Goſpel is there in the Chriſtian World? 
: There are Multitudes of Nominal Chriſtians that 
never obtain any diſtinct Conceptions,—of the Sin- 
fulneſs of Sin ;—the Miſery of an unpardoned State; 
—theWorth of a Saviour; —or, the Nature and Ne- 
ceſſity of Repentance towards God, and Faith to- 
wards our Lord Jeſus Chri/t, Unhappy Souls! They 
are baptized; but live, and die, without knowing, 
without inquiring, to what valuable End their Bap- 
tiſm ſerves! They go through a Circle of religious 
Services, on which might properly be written, To the 
untnotun Cod r). They hope all is well with them; but 
their Hope is eentered in themſelves, in their own 
Worthineſs, their good Meanings, and Performan- 
ces, but not in Chriſt; and conſequently it is an 
unſcriptural Hope, utterly inſufficient to be the Re/? 
and Repoſe of an immortal Soul. The Bed is Mor- 
ter than that a Man can ſiretch himſelf on it, and the 
Covering narrower than that he can wrap himſelf in it 
(s). Whilſt they are ignorantly cheriſhing their 
falſe Hope, it aſtoniſnes them to be told, that 3 
Per ſonal 


SG Oo 2 vw, Dp ww ww we <4 


(e) Ads xi. 18. () John wii. 3. 
le) Acts xvii. 23. (s) Ifai. xxviii, 20. 
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Perſonal Intergſi in Chriſt is neceſſary to Salvation, 
and may be certainly known ; and, according to their 
Cuſtom'of ſpeaking Evil of the Things that they un- 
der/land not (t), they are not afraid to pronounce 
this a Thing impoſſible. Whilſt they flatter them- 
ſelves, that they are rich, and increaſed with Good, 
and, have Need of Nothing to render their ſpiritual 
State better; they know not that they are wretched 
and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked (u). 
Such is the Chriſtianity of Multitudes! Awful State 
and Condition! Their Ignorance of the Truths of 
the Goſpel-renders them utterly incapable of giving 
a determinate Anſwer to the grand Inquiry, ml! 


"RT oF nor? ©? 
2. A total Neglect of eternal Concerns,“ : 

is another obvious Reaſon, why Multi- f 

tudes never know whether they have an 6 

Intereſt in Chrift, or not. | | 

There is no doubt but groſs Ignorance is fre. ( 
quently the Cauſe of this Negligence. But, alas! 4 
where Knowledge itſelf abounds, this Neglect of i 


eternal Concerns is too often moſt lame ntably pre- 
valent. Many are the profeſſing Chiiftians, who Wl / 
excell in every natural and acquired Endowment of ﬀ 
Mind; who are bleſſed with all the Advantages cf 
Genius and Education; and to whoſe Conception 

and Expreſſion the great Truths of the Goſpel are 

plain and eaſy. But, with all this ſpeculative Know 
ledge, and diſtinguiſhed Furniture for religious Dil 


ute, what lamentable Proofs are they daily giving F 
that eternal Concerns ate the fartheſt from ther 
| ſerious 


\ 
1 


5 (t) 2 Pet. ii, 12. (u) Rev. jü. 17. 
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ſetious Thought and Care? How inceſſantly are 
they making Proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfill the Lufts 
thereof (w)? Their God is their Belly, their Glory is 


in their Shame, they mind earthly Things (x). Theſe 


are the many that perpetually ſay, who will ſhew us 
any Good (y)? The God of this Warld hath ſo blinde 
their Minds (z), and hardened their Hearts, that 
whilſt they profeſs to know God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom he has ſent; yet in Worts they deny both the 
Father and the Son, being abominable and dijabedtont, 


and unto every good Work reprobate (a). That a Man 
cannot be profited, if he ſhould gain the whole World, 
and boſe his own Soul (b), is what they approve in 


Speculation : But view their Practice, and all eternal 
Things are Trifles with them, whilſt the Things of 
Time and Senſe are infinitely important, How can 


ſuch Chri/tians as theſe diſcover their Ir tere in 


Chriſti, when it is impoſſible they ſhould have it, ſo 


long as they continue ſuch? How much more like- 
ly are they, to die with @ Lye in their right Hand 
(c)? And, when it is too late, have the Veil tak-9 


from their Eyes, their Hopes vaniſh away for ever, 


and the Saviour whom they lighted, pronounce 


their dreadful Doom, I tell you, I know yin not whence 


ye are, depart from me all ye Workers of Iniguity (d)? 


3. Others are prevented from certainly 
knowing whether they have an Intereſt 
in Chriſt, or not, by * cheriſhing ſome 
« criminal Paſſion.“ 


Such Chriſtians there are, who are neither great- 


ly ignorant of the Truths of the Goſpel, nor totally 


2 negligent 
{w) Rom. xiii. 14. (x) Phil. hi. 19. (y) PL. iv. 6, | 
(2) 2 Cor. iv. 4. (a) Titus i. 15. (d) Mat, xvi, 25 


le) Ifai. xliv, 20. (d) Luke xiii, 27. 


\ 
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negligent of eternal Concerns: They have ſo much 


Knowledge and Zeal as render their religious Pro- 
feſſion reputable : And, perhaps, they are poſſeſſed 
of ſome low Degree of real Piety. But, whilſt ſuch 


look with Abhorrence upon all the more open and 


aggravated Sins of Omiffion and Commiſſion, they 
either indulge to anxious Cares for the Morrow; or 
to inordinate Deſires after worldly Enjoyments, and 
ſenſual Gratifications ; or they are often falling into 
the Exceſs of Anger, and other irregular and diſor- 
derly Affections; or their Devotion is ſuffered to 

row cold and formal, though they cannot forget 
its ſtated Returns; or they are expreſſing their 
Conformity to a degenerate Age and World (e), be- 

ond the juſt Limits of a holy Conver/ation, and cir- 
cumſpett Walking. It is almoſt impoſſible to menti- 
on all the Symptoms of a little Faith (f); or point 


out every Step by which true Chriſtians may leave 


their firſt Love (g). But, wherever the divine Life 
is in this feeble languiſhing State, do not wonder 
if the Comfort of it be loſt with its Vigour, and the 
Evidences of Grace be rendered doubtful and obſcure 
amidft ſo many Blots and Blemiſhes. If our Hiarts 
condemn us not, then have we Confidence toward G 
(h). Tf therefore our Hearts condemn us for cheriſh» 
ing what is apparently criminal, what hath the Ap- 
pearance of being evil, or what we cannot but ſuſ- 
ſpect to be fo, our Confidence towards God will totter 
and fail, and our Evidence of an Intereſt in Chri/t, 
will be proportionably defective. | 


4. There are ſome ſerious Chriſtians, who 
Hinder their own ſatisfactory View of an 
| Intereſt 


(e) Rom. xii, 2, (f) Mat. viii. 26. 
(6) Rev. ii. 4. ch) 1 John iii. 16. 
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Intereſt in Cbriſt, by a Recourſe to 
_ « falſe Evidences. 


It is well known that the Generality of Chriſtleſs 
Sinners, ſo far as they attempt to form any Judg- 
ment of their own. ſpiritual State, uſually have Re- 
courſe to falſe Evidences ; and therefore receive in 


themſelves that Recompenſe. of their Error which is meet 


(i). Both the greſiy ignorant, and the totally negli- 
fix. their falſe Hopes of an Intereſt 
in Chriſi on Evidences that are equally falſe; ſuch 
as, — their Chriſtian Name; — their Baptiſm — 
their partaking of the Lord's Supper ; their ſpecu- 
lative Knowledge, and other ſpiritual Gifts ;—their 
Zeal for a peculiar Form. of Worſhip, or Scheme of 
Doarine ;z — their decent and conſtant, Attendance, 
upon religious. Duties; —their being deſcended from 
pious. Anceſtors; — their good Education; — their 
Freedom from open Immoralities; or their having 
had fome tranſient Convictions of Conſcience, with = 
Reſolutions for, and ſome Progreſs in, the Reforma- 
tion of their Lives. No ſerious Chriſtian can be ſup- 
poſed to be in much Danger of.deceiving himſelf, by. 
a Recourſe to Evidences ſo manifeſtly falſe as theſe 
are. If ſuch a one hinders. his, own: ſatisfactory. 
View of his Intereſt in Chriſt, by applying to Evi- 
dences that may be denominated falſe, it. is natural 
to ſuppoſe, that the Fraud is of a\ more refined Na- 
ture, and of a leſs dangerous Tendency. "an 
Perhaps ſerious Chriſtians are ſuſpecting they 
have no real Intereſt in Chrift, ** becauſe they are 
not perfectly holy.“ In this Caſe they do not 
duly conſider, nor clearly diſcern, the wide Diffe- 
5 C 3 | rence 
(i) Rom, i, 27. 
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rence between their allowing no Sin, and their be- 
ing /inleſs. They vainly expect, their Conflicts with 
Corruptions and Temptations ſhall ceaſe, before 
they get to Heaven. They forget, that Sanctifica- 
tion ere is but in Part, and not in Perfection; 
Though more perfect in ſome, than in others, yet 
imperfect in all: That it is not a Work to be per- 
formed all at once, but gradually; and therefore the 
Path of the Juſt is compared to the ſhining Light, 
that ſhineth more and more unto the perfect Day (k). 
They do not diſtinguiſh between Sanctifcation, and 


Juſti fication; that though both begin with Faith in 


Chrift, yet the latter does not admit of different 
Degrees, like the former: That though Believers 
are ſanctified gradually; yet they are juſtified imme- 
diotely That Juſtification is cempleat in them all; 
at the ſame Time that they differ like one Star from 
another in the Degrees of their Sanctificatien (1). 
Or, in other Words, they ſhould remember, that 
being waſhed, and ſanctiſied, and juſtiſied, in the Name 
of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit of our God (m) 
they need not doubt the Acceptance of their ſincere 
though imperfec: Obedience. e 
Sometimes ſerious Chriſtians are ready to con- 
clude they have no Intereſt in Chriſt, ' becauſe 
« their Prayers are not immediately anſwered.” But 
did not ſuch a Saint as David, cry, how long wilt 


thou forget me, O Lord, for ever (n)? Did not fuch 


an Apoftle as Paul beſeech the Lord thrice (o), with- 
out obtaining the Removal of his particular Com- 
plaint? Is it not our [nfirmity, if we expect more 
than God has promiſed ? Or if we doubt of his 

| Goodnels 


(1) x Cor, xv. 41. 


(k) Prov, iv, 18, 
(n) Pſalm xiii, 1. 


(m) 1. Cor, vi. 112 
(e) 2 Cor, xii, 8. 
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Goodneſs and Mercy, his Truth. and Faithfulneſs, 


merely. becauſe we have not the Anſwer of our 


Prayers in a Way, or Time, that is not good for 
us? Zh ns 


obſerving, that ** their Aﬀections are not at all 


« Times equally lively and ſpiritual.” They do 
not ſufficiently conſider the great Impropriety and 


Inconvenience of judging of their ſpiritual State by 


the changeable Poſture of their Aﬀections.. None 


ever excelled David for a devotional Temper, yet 
we find. him. complaining, my Soul cleaveth to the 
Duſt, and conſequently praying, Lord, quicken thou 


me according to thy Mord (p). Though the Afecti- 


ons are ever ſo variable, yet if the Bent and Inclina. 
tion of the Will is unalterably fixed, for God and 
Cbriſt, for Heaven and Holineſs, there is a ſufficient 
Evidence of an Intereſt in Chriſt. 


And perhaps there is not any one falſe Evidence 
of. an Intereſt in Cyriſt more frequently made Uſe 
of, by ſerious Perſons, to their great Prejudice, 


than, comparing themſelves with others, with- 
out conſidering the great Difference of Circum - 
„ ſtances.” Becauſe they fall. ſhort of the Piety 


and Zeal of Prophets, or Apoſtles ; or find them- 
ſelves very unequal to ſome eminent Saints, whole ' 


Lives they have read; whoſe Educations, and 
dpheres of Action were widely different from their 
own; and of whoſe Infirmities and Failings, little or 
Nothing is ſaid, that ought to have been ſaid, there- 
fore they are apt to overlook and undervalue what- 
ever God has done for their own Souls, and even 


C4 "0 


(p) Palm cxix, 25. 


Again, the Fears of ſerious Chriſtians, concer- 
ning their Intereſt in- Chri/t, are often excited by 
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to conclude themſelves utterly deſtitute of a divine 
Life and Temper. It was to prevent the fatal In- 
fluence, which this Reaſoning might have upon 
Chriſtians, when called to pray with, and for, their 


afflicted Brethren, that the Apoſtle James reminds 


ſuch of the imperfect Character of the Prophet Eli- 
jah. Elias, ſays he, was a Man ſutjed to like Paſſi- 
ens as we are, yet his Prayers were crowned with re- 


markable Succeſs (q). He would therefore have 


them to infer, that, if they compared the Succeſs 
of their own Prayers with the greater Succeſs of 
EFlijab's, they ſhould alſo be ſo juſt to themſelves as 
to compare their Infirmities with his; that whilſt 


his Prayers diſcourage them, his Infirmities may 


vive them ſuitable Relicf, 


By a Recourſe to ſuch falſe Evidences as theſe, 
and many more that might be mentioned, truly pious 


Souls are often interrupting their own Peace, even 


to ſuch a Degree, as to render the moſt plain and 
obvious, the moſt rational and Scriptural Solutions 
utterly ineffectual to reſtore and confirm it. 


F. Other ſerious Chriſtians darken their 
Vicus of an [Intereſt in Chriſ, by un- 
% warily preſcribing Limits to the Ope- 

« rations of the Spirit of Gad.“ 


Their incautious and very miſtaken Manner of 


reaſoning is to this Effect; © Alas! we have no 
„ ſatisfactory Evidence of our Intereſt in Chri/f, 
“ for—our ſer ous Impreflions did not begin ſoon 
« enough in Life;—we are not able, like others, 
« to determine the particular Time, Occaſions, and 


„% Means, 


(d] James v. 17, 18. 
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« Means, of our Converſion; —had the Work of 
« true Converſion been. ever wrought in us, our 
« Sorrow for Sin would have been deeper our 
« Fears of Hell would have been more alarming; 
« —a2 Senſe of the Wrath of God would have filled 
« us with greater Horror and Agony of Spirit; —our: 
« Apprehenſiens of his Love in Jeſus Chr:ift would 
« have been more tender and melting ;—our Con- 
« flits with Corruptions and Temptations would 
« have been ſharper, more various, and of longer 
« Continuance z— and no Doubt we ſhould have 
« equalled others in divine Graces and Conſolati- 
« ons, It is too apparent, that our Chriſtianity is 
« only a Name.: We have the Firm of Godlineſs, 
©« without he Power; and our Diſeaſe will ſcarcely. 
admit of a Remedy.” Thus the Operations of 
a divine Spirit, thro” the malicious Suggeſtions of 
the Spirit of Darkneſs, are miſrepreſented and 
diſguiſed. Alas! inſtead of a Heart inlarged with 
Thankfulneſs, in the Contemplation of ſuch har- 
monious and beautiful Variety, fo viſible in the 
gracious Operations of the Spirit of God; the de- 
ccived Sout is ſwallowed up in Murmuriag and Diſ- 
content, and tormented with Anxiety and Deſpair. 
How effeCtually would ſuch Operations be vindica- 
ted, and the Comfort of the ſanctified Soul be 
ſpeed ily reftored, if the Apoſtle's Reaſoning was 
well attended to? There are Diver ſities of Gifts, but 
the ſame Spirit : and there are Diverſities of Opera- 
tiaus, but it is the ſame God, which worketh all in all 
(r), It is the ſame divine Agent, which adapts his 
Manner of Operation to the Difference of natural 
Tempers, Education, and a Variety of other Cir- 
a <_ ._ _cumftances 


(r) 1 Cor, xii, 4—6, 
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* 58 The grand Inquiry r 
4 cumſtances belonging to different Perſons. Ya 
=_ awaken ſome notorious Sinners, he ſeems to ride in 
_ 5:28 the Whirlwind. To impreſs others, of a different 
WB Character, he comes ſoftly, and with a fill Voice. 
One is brought to Chrift in the K of over- 
whelming Sorrows. Another is overcome with Love, 
and therefore ſoon burſts forth into Songs of Jay 
and Gratirude. Souls, recovered from groſs Igno- 
rance, and a long Courſe of open Prophaneſs and 
Impiety, may determine the Place, the Time, and 
the Manner of their Converſion: While thoſe, of 
a better Education, and a more regular Conduct, 
are perhaps led to Chris, they know not how; on- 
ly upon calm Reflection they can fay, whereas tr 
were once blind, now we fee. But, 


My It is to be feared the Perplexity ar moſt 
ſerious Chriſtians, concerning their Inter- 
eſt in Chriſt, is chiefly owing to“ their 
% not making a more particular Applica- 
& tion of divine Promiſes.“ 

The Promiſes are Besen; s kind, unchangeable 
Ingagements to communicate " Happiriels to truly 
penitent and believing Sinners. T hey are indited 
dy the Spirit of Truth, the Comforter (s), who is | 
Me fore: ſtiled the holy Spirit of Promiſe (t). They ; 
are confirmed by the Oath of God, that by two ſuch 


immutable Things, his Promiſe and his Oath, in 
1 hich it was impoſſible for God to lie, oe might have ; 


fireng Conſolation (u). They are fealed with the 
_ 7 on ift (W), _ ſuch an immediate Refe- 
| rence 
; (s) John * 26. | 00 Epheſ. i. 13. 
(u) Heb, vi. 17, 18. (w) Luke Xxii. 20, 


r K ad 


ada to him, and are ſo compleatly accompliſhed 
in him, that therefore all the Promiſes of God in him 
are yea, and in him Amen (x). They are the Foun- 


dation of our Faith and Hope, and the Charter of 

our ſpiritual Priviledges. - They are Bills drawn - 
upon the Bank of Heaven, which God, by all the 
8 of his Nature, and all the Ingagements ; 


of his Covenant, is obliged to honour. They are 


a Treaſure, exceeding great and precious (y), beyond 


all Eſtimation. 


We may properly be ſaid to apply divine "ing 


miles to ourſelves, when we value them as our beſt 


Treaſure; when we venture our All upon them; 
when we are anxious to know our perſonal Intereſt: 


in them; when we give them the beſt Place in our 


Meditations; and when we often plead them in 


Prayer, eſpecially. under all our Burthens of conſci- 
eus Guilt and Pollution, and in Seaſons of Affficti- 
on and Temptation, This is the Way to honour 
God, whoſe Promiſes they are, and the Redeemer, 


by whoſe Blood they are ſealed; and conſequently. 
it is the moſt effectual Way to ſecure Peace to our. 


own Souls. W hy elſe doth the Prophet ſay, Thau 
wilt keep him in perfect Peace, whoſe Mind is flozed 
on thee; becauſe he truſteth in thee (2)? Was not 


this the Way in which Abraham's Faith diſcovered. 
both its excellent Nature and happy Tendeney? He. 


faggered not at the Pronnſe of God, through Unbelicf; 
but was ſtrong in Faith, =o Glry to Cod (a). 

There are indeed many humble pious Souls, wha 

are very unjuſtly condemning themlelves, for their. 


_ neglect of divine Promiſes, and their Want of Faith | 


C 6 | | in 


(x) 2 Cor. i. 20. a2 PeE 1. 4 
0 fi, xxvi. 3. (a) Rom, iv. 20. 
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in them. But the reab Cauſe: of their Complalnt 
ſeems to be, not their Want of due Regard to divine 


Promiſes, but their unhappily miſtaking the Nature 
of Faith, and ſuppoſing there can be no true Faith 

without Aſſurance. To believe in Chrift for Salva- 
tion, is, „ ſuch a Perſuaſion that he is the Saviour 


« of Sinners, and ſuch a Deſire and Expectation 


of the Bleffings which he has in his Goſpel pro- 


4 miſed to his People, as ingages the Soul te fix 


« its Dependence upon him, and ſubject itſelf to 


« him in all the Vays of holy Obedience.” And 


certainly there are many who thus believe, tho' they 


are not fully perſuaded of their perfonal Intereſt in 


Chri//*, Many have the Truth of Grace, tho' for a 
Time they want the Comfort of it. Such are apt to 


be full of Fears about their own Sincerity, and raſh- 
ly conclude they have no Faith, only becauſe they 
cannot believe themſelves to be fincere. They 
ſhould conſider, that to doubt of their own Since- 
rity, is not Unbelicf : It is rather the Godly Fear to 


which the Apoſtle exhorts : Hark out your own Sal- 


vation, ſays he, with Fear and Trembling (b). And 


kkewiſe, ſear, leſt a Promiſe being left us of entering 
into his Relt, any of you fhruld ſeem to come ſhort of it 
(c. So that while humble pious Souls only doubt 


their own Sincerity, they are not diſtruſting God, 


or Chri/?, but»themſelves ; and it cannot be their 


Sin to diſtruſt themſelves. While they only doubt, 
whether they have the Qualifications and Charac- 
teriſticks to which the Promiſes are made, they are 
not neglecting the Promiſes, but are really apply- 


ing them. Amidſt all their Self. Condemnations, 1 


would ask them; do not you value the Promiſes as 
| your 


® See the Appendix, (6b) Phil. ii, 12. (e) Reb; iv. 1, 


8 __— 
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your Treaſure? Is not your Dependence upon them, 
more than upon an Arm ef Fleſh ? Would not you 
give all the World to know your perſonal Intereft 
in them? Is not one Promiſe, or another, con- 
tinually in your Thoughts? And are not your 
Prayers full of earneſt Pleadings, that divine Pro- 
miſes may be accompliſhed in your own preſent 
and future Bleſſedneſs? Be convinced, then, that it 

is a great and dangerous Miſtake to make Faith to 
conſiſt in Aſurance; or to conclude, that you are 
neglecting divine Promiſes, when you are only 

doubting your own perſonal} Intereſt in them. 

This Miſtake of yours might have been men- 
tioned under the Head of having Recourſe to 
& falſe Evidences; But it is never unſeaſonable to 
adminiſter Comfort to pious Mourners, and the Cafe 
is ſo common as to deſerve this particular Notice. 

On the contrary, there are too many Chriſtians, 
who greatly fin, by neglecting divine Promiſes, and 
not applying them as they ought. They are more 

prone to diſtruſt God and Chriſt, than themſelves, 

They lofe their Senſe of the Preciouſneſs of the 
Promiſes, and are valuing ſome Thing elſe as their 
Treaſure. They are honouring, with their Con- 
fidence, the Word of mortal Man, more than the 
Word of the living God, They are flothful and 
nezligent about their Intereſt in Chr:/, but zealous 
in ſecuring the Intereſts of Time and Senſe. Di- 
vine Promiſes are, to them, like Things forgotten, 
and out of Mind. And to plead them earneſtly, is 
too little conſiſtent with the cold and formal I 
per of their Prayers. No wonder the Faith of ſuch 
is little and flaggering, ever prone to call in Queſti- 
on the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God, = the 
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Power and Grace of Chri/t. They affront God 
and Chrift, by making light of divine Promiſes; 
and the Indignity is juſtly reſented, and plainly - 

| puniſhed, by his ſending Leanneſt into their Souls (d): 
We are once more to obſer ven. 


7. There are a few real Chriſtians, wo 
continue in painful Doubt concerning 
their Intereſt in Chriſt, „for want of 

„ coming to his Table.“ „ r 


The holy Ordinance of the Lord's Supper, is too. 
often abuſed and profaned by promiſcuous Admiſſi- 
ons, and too often proſtituted to Purpoſes, that 
have not the leaſt Connection with the Improve-» 
ment of a divine Life and Temper. Whilft an- 
worthy Communicants are too numerous, there are 
a few ſerious Chriſtians, who are kept at a Diſtance 
from the ſacred Feaſt, only by their own miſtaken 
Apprehenſions of their great Unfitneſs for it. Hap- 
py would it be, if the Conſciences of the former 
were deeply convinced of the Guilt they are con- 
tracting, and their Minds were well inſtructed how 
to eſcape the Condemnatien to which they are ex- 
poſed ! And happy for the latter, if their Fears of 
eating and drinking ſacramental Bread and Wine 
unworthily, were accompanied with the equally ra- 
tional Fears of diſobeying their Lord's poſitive 
Command! To come with Fears of Unwerthineſ:, 
is the Poſture of humble, and cenſequently of wor- 
thy Communicants, But by ſuch Fears to be driven 
from the Diſcharge of an important Duty, is really 
committing vin, to avoid the Appearance of Sin, 1 
| Ye 
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Am I in Chriſt or nt? 63 
cern your Intereſt in Chriſt? Make hafte to obey 
his Command. He has expreſsly commanded, d. 


this in Remembrance of Me. Hope not to obtain 


Comfort out of the Way of Obedience. Firſt o- 
bey Chriſt, and then ſee, if ſuch a Maſter can long 
negle& thoſe that are ſupremely concerned to pleaſe 


him. | Certainly this is a more direct and juſtifiable 


Expedient, for ſcattering your Fears concerning. 
your Intereſt in Chri/?, than to reſolve you will ſtay 


away from the Lord's Table, till you can firſt clear- 


ly diſcern your Intereſt in him. Solid Peace is only 
to be found in the Way of Obedience, Th 


The Requeſt of a dying Friend has always been 
thought ſacred. Such was our Lord's Appointment 
concerning his Supper. It was delivered to his Diſ- 
ciples, with ſuch immediate and ſolemn Reference 
to his Death, the ſame Nig t in tobich he was betrayed . 


le), that it may moſt properly be called his dying 


Requeſt. See what peculiar Notice the bleſſed God 
took of a certain Family amongſt the Jews, and 
what a ſpecial Bleſſing he pronounced upon their 
Poſterity, only becauſe they had long and punctu- 
ally performed the Requeſt of a dying Father. The 
Caſe was this, Jonadab the Son of Recbab charged his 
Sons to drink no Wine all their Days, they, their Wives, 
their Sons, nor their Daughters ; nar to build Houſes 


for them to dwell in ; neither to have Vineyardi, nor 


Fields, nor Seed. And becauſe. the Sons of this 
Fonadab abſolutely refuſed to drink Wine, which 
the Prophet Jeremiah, at the Commandment of 
the Lord, ſet before them, td try them; therefore, 
Fe 411 


(e) 1 Cor, xi. 23. 
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64 De grand Inquiry 
in the midſt of the deſolating Judgments then de- 
nounced againſt Judah, and all the Inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem, the Lord of Hofts,, the God off Iſrael fays, 
Jonadab the Son of Rechab ſhall net want @ Man to 
Rand before me for ever (f). No longer let the 
Diſciples of Feſus live in Diſobedience to his dying 
Command, Let even their pious Fears determine 
them to wait upon kim in his appointed Way; till 
they receive his Bleſſing, and rejoice in his Love. 
It now remains to conclude with ſome Conſidera- 
tions, more immediately deſigned, 


t 


Fourthly, To urge all thoſe to make the 
grand Inquiry, am J in Chriſt or not, 


7 


who have hitherto neglected it. 


e Blefſed Saviour! Teach Men to ask after 
«© Thee. Fix their Attention to eternal Things. 
&« Excite in them earneſt Inquiries after their own 
« Salvation. Lord, help them to conſider. And, 
« rbith thy Finger, write upon their- Hearts ſuch 
«© Confiderations as theſe ;”—Am I in Ghriſt, is 
the moſt neceſſary Inquiry we can poſſibly make; 
Ai: is of univerſal Concern ;—there is no Inquiry 
in the World of fo advantageous a Nature ;—there 
is nothing which Men are more tempted by their 
worſt Enemies to neglect ;—or more earneſtly in- 
treated by their beſt Friends to regard. 


1. Conſider the abſolute Neceſſity of your in- 
quiring after an Intereſt in Chri/?, 


' You 


(9 Jeremiah xxxv, | 
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Am I in Chriſt or nos? 65 
Vou know the World is full of Inquities. Every 
Man flatters himſelf that his own, whatever that 
be, is the moſt neceſſary. Indeed, ſuch are the 
miſtaken Apprehenſions which Men are forming of 
the Objects around them, that every periſhing En- 
joyment of Time and Senſe is purſued, as if it were 
abſolutely neceſſary to true Happineſs. Thouſands 
are raiſing their Thoughts and Wiſhes no higher 
than proſperous Trades, large Eſtates, well-fur- 
niſhed Tables, elegant Dreſs, numerous Attendants, 
or the Breath of popular Applauſe, Others are 
more reaſonably panting after the Joys of Friend- - 
ſhip, or the valuable Improvements of Arts and 
Sciences. But what are any, or all of theſe, com- 
pared with the Care of the Soul, the one Thing neeu- 
Ful (g)! I may be rich, or great, admired for my- 
Stores of Learning, or confided in as the Soul of 
Friendſhip.; but, without an Intereſt in Chrifl, my 
Damnation is certain and unavoidable. For what - 
is a Man profiled, if he ſhauld gain the whole World, 
and laſe his own Soul? Or what ſhall a Man give in 

Exchange for his Soul (h)? How are Mortals impo- 
ſing a Cheat upon themſelves which is big with in- 
finite Miſchief ? Fancying this or that Inquiry the 
moſt neceſſary, till the Flames of Hell convince 
them of their fatal Deluſion? _ PS 

Men and Brethren, fer God's Sake, open your 
Eyes, and ſee written, as with the Sun- Beams, that 
all Things are Vanity, and Vexation of Spirit abſtrac- 
ted from an Intereſt in Chri/?. And what have you 
to plead for neglecting that, which is moſt neceſ- 
 fary? Is a Moment's Delay, when all is at Stake, 
9 . ö | te 


(s) Luke x. 42. ch) Mat. xvi, 26, 
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to be vindicated at the Bar of Reaſon? Will you 
continue to delay, for ſucceſſive Months, or Years, 

as if Neceſſity itſelf had loſt all its Power of Sollicita- 
tion? Dare you hope to ſucceed at laſt, like the 
penitent Thief? Your hope is vain : For He, with- 
out any Delay, = an Intereſt in Chrift, as ſoon 
as he came to the Knowledge of him. O that Men 
were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that 456 wou'd 
confi der their latter 25 nd (i) [ 


2. Conſider, that the grand Ingiiiry; am 
J in Chrift, or not, i is of wniverjal oy 
cern. 


— 


The Apoſtle freme follicitous to have this Cos Z 
ſideration taken ſpecial Notice of, when he ſays in 
the Text, if any Man be in Cbriſi. An Intereſt i fo 
Chriſt is equally neceflary for every Man. Every 
Man has a precious immortal Soul, that muſt be 
ſaved, or damned for ever. But there is us other 
Name under Heaven given among Men, beſides that 
of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby we muſt be ſaved (k). 
Therefore to ſecure an Intereſt in him, is equally the 
Cancern of learned and unlearned, of rich and poor, 
of Princes, and Beggars, of Preachers wid Hearers, 
of old and young, of ſict and well, of the living and 
dying. It is appointed unto Men, of every Language, 
Rank, and Character, once to die, but after this the 
Tuilement! I). If any Individual Perſon, in the whole 
human Race, can be exempted from Death and 
Judgment, then only may he be-excuſed from the 


grand Inquiry, am I in Cbriſt, or not? 
wha | 3. Con- 


(i) Deut. xxxii, 29. (k) Ads iv, 12. (i) Feb, ix, 27, 


ww, 


4 %. 
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| Conſider, that thete 1 is no Ey in the 
Worle of ſo Advantageous a Nature as 


this, am I in Chriſt, or not? 


Godlineſs is profitable unto all Things, having Promiſe 

of theLife that now is, and of that which is to come (m). 
To ſeek an Intereſt in Chrift, is the very firſt Step 
towards Godlineſs, and conſequently an Introducti- 
on to the greateſt Profit attainable by à rational Be- 
ing Ask the experienced Travellers in the Ways 
of Godlineſs, what Advantage they have found? 

They will all of them aſſure you, that her Ways are 
"oy of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace, 

They will love to recount their various and 
Lenloale: Bleſſings; ſuch as, the Pardon of their 
Sins, the Favour and Friendſhip of God, a new 
and divine Nature, Peace of Conſcience, Joy in 
the Holy "waht together with their lively Hopes of 
Kernal Gl To all their wondrous Tale they 
will add, be the half ts not told you ; and will eafily 
demonſtrate to you, that the leaſt Bleſſing of Godli- 
neſs is infinitely better than all the Profits and Plea- 
ſures of Sin. 

But don't imagine, Sies, that becauſe ſuch Bleſ- 
ſings are invaluable, therefore they are difficult to 
obtain, Never conclude them beyond your Reach, 
if you do but fsk them while it is called to- Day. 
Therefore, ast, and it Rall be given you : ſeek, and 
ye ſhall find : knack and it ſhall b44pened unto you. for 
every one that asketh, receiveth and he that Ps: i 
findeth : and to him that inecketh, it "ou be opene 


„ (e. 


T 
wy 


{m) x Fim, v. . ,- (n) 5 iii. 17. 


1 
OI 


> Chri/t, or not? 
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(o). Can your Hearts deſire to make a profitable 


Return, on Terms more eaſy and reaſonable? 
And is it not the greateſt Infatuation, to look up- 
on ſuch inconceivable Gain with Indifference ? 
But, | 


4. Conſider, that there is nothing you are 
more tempted. by jour worſt Enemies to neg- 
ect, than the grand Inquiry, am I in 


It cannot be difficult to determine who are your 
worſt Enemies. Does it not ſhew the moſt inve- 
terate and deadly Enmity to your higheſt Intereſt 
and Happineſs, to be continually practiſing all ima- 
ginable Arts, for blinding your Reaſon, ſtupifying: 
your Conſciences, debaſing your immortal Natures, 
and ſubjecting them to Paffion and Appetite, in Or- 
der that your Souls may be abſolutely inſſaved, nor 
have any Leiſure or Inclination to exert fo much as 
a Thought towards reſcuing. themſelves: from the 
complicated Chains? | 555 

Such, Sinners, are the unwearied Efforts of an 
Enemy you are cheriſhing in your own Boſoms, 
even your corrupt and inordinate Self Love. Is not 


this inbred Traytor perpetually ſuggeſting to you 


ſuch Things as theſe ? “ There is no need to be 
„ over-thoughtful about an Intereſt in Chriſt. He 


will fave you without ſo much ado, Now is your 


* Time for Buſineſs and Pleaſure. You. have a 
„ Thouſand Things to mind at preſent. . An Inter- 
© eſt in Chriſt may be thought of, and inquired af- 


* ter, 


(o), Mat. vii, 7, 8. 
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« ter, at any Time. It will be Pity to loſe your a- 
« greeable Companions, your innocent Mirth, and 
< jndeed the very beft Seaſon you will ever have 
«for Self-Enjoyment. When you will, you may 
cc return to the dull Work of your Cloſets. There 
« js a more convenient Time to ſerve Chriſi: Where- 
« as to mind your Souls now, will make you me- 
« Jancholy tos ſoon.” Who but an Enemy will ſow 


ſuch Tares as theſe (p)? What elſe, but an evil 


Heart of Unbelief, will thus contrive how to depart, + 
at the remoteſt Diſtance, from the living God (q)? 


Believe it, Sinners, cvery Man is tempted, when he 


is drawn away of his own Lufl, and enticed (r), 

And is not Satan, that reſtleſs implacable Enemy 
to Souls, 95 a roaring Lion, walking about, ſeeking * 
whom he may devour (s)? Are not Multitudes of 


Souls taken Captive by him at his Will (t)? 


When has the Morld ever approved itſelf a Friend 
to Men's eternal Intereſts? W hat Forms of Temp- 


tation does it not wear ? There is the Luft of the 


Fleſh, the Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life (u); 
all of them in the cloſeſt Union, Jabouring inceſ- 
ſantly to extinguiſh every ſerious Tho ght of Chri/t 


and Salvation; and without the Jeaſt Compaſſion 


puſhing Thouſands of immortal Souls into eternal 
Ruin. 1 44.8, 
Sinners, pity yourſelves. Learn Self-Preſervati- 


on from the Number, Strength, and Policy of your 


Enemies. Were your Eyes open to ſee your Dan. 
ger; what horrid Cruelty your Enemies are con- 
cealing under a ſpecious Veil of Friendfhip; and 

5 os 


be) Mat. xiii. 25. (q) Heb, i. 22, (.) James 5. 24. 


(3) 1 Pet. v. 8, [t) 2 Tim. h. 26. (uv) 1 John ü. 16. 
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how united, and enraged, they are, againſt the 
Name and Intereſt of Feſus; you would never give 
Sleep to your Eyes, nor Slumber to your Eye-Lids, till, 
in Defiance of the World, the HFleſb, and the Devil, 
your whole Heart was filled with anxious Inquiries 
after an Intereſt in Chri/t, 


5. Be Inerpat d ance We to conſider, that _ 
there is Nothing you are more earneſtly 
 ſollicited by your beft Friends to regard, than 


the grand OW Am I in Chri 7.5 or 
Howl | 


You cannot doubt the friendly Intentions of the 
Bleſſed God, in the Bounties of his Providence, in the 
Gift of his Son, in the Promiſe of his Spirit, and the 
kind Invitations and Encouragements of his Mord. 
You are perſuaded, that your faithful Miniſters, 
your pious Relatives, and many other Godly Perſons, 
are ſeeking your beſt Intereſt; and would not, 
knowingly, contribute to your eternal Miſery, no, 
not for Ten Thouſand Worlds. The Friendſhip 
of your own n, you never called in Queſti- 
on. And are not all theſe to be numbered amongſt 
your beſt Friends? Would not your Indignation 
riſe againſt any that but PEAS your Intereſt in 
ſuch Friendſhip? 

And pray, Sinners, what 3 theſe bet Friends 
have you to do? Is it not their earneſt and ſincere, 
their unanimous and repeated Requeſt, that ”m 
would ſeriouſly inquire after an Intereſt in Chrift ? 
Tho' you have often turned a deaf Zar to all their 
Sollicitations, have they therefore ceaſed ? When 
they have found your Hearts mend, and _ Mill. 

bent 


the 
ive 
till, 
vil, 
ries 


” — 1 


Friends prevail. 
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bent upon your own Deftruftion, did they then leave = 


you to periſh Can you calmly fit down, and recol- 
Jet the Months and Years, through which theſe 
Friends have been following you with their Kind- 
© neſs, and trying every tender and faithful Method to 


engage you to love your own Souls ?—Can you do 


' this--and not condemn yourſe]ves for the higheſt In- 
gratitude to the be/? of Friends; as wellas for the moſt 


#tupid Neglect of your own Intereſt ? Are not you 
the very Perſons, whom the Father of Mercies de- 


. fires to number with his Children, and embrace as 
bis Favourites? — For whom a Redeemer has ſhed 


his Blood, and is now pleading at the right Hand of 


the Majeſiy on high? — And, with whom, the holy 


Spirit is Ariving from Day to Day? What affecti- 
onate Calls, what melting Expoſtulations, has 


the Goſpel been addreſſing to your Ears, and try- 
ing to fix on your Hearts? Has not Conſcience 
ſometimes given you inward Pain and taught 


you how faithful are the Wounds of a Friend (W)? 


When at any Time the Joys of Senſe have 
failed, and you have been Holden in Cords of Afiidti- 
on, could you avoid concluding, that the Provi- 


dence was deſigned to teach you a moſt important 
Leflon ? Could youdoubt the Meaning of your pious 


Relatives, when they have often admoniſhed you, 


and even wept over you? — Now let theſe best 
Act the reaſonable Part, and con- 
cur with them in deſiring your own Happineſs. 


 Think—how much Heaven itſelf will conſiſt in ha- 


ving theſe Friends eternally pleaſed with you. Think 
—if Hell itſelf can have any Thing more tormen- 
8 | | ting 


(w) Prov. xxvii. 6. 
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ting than the total Loſs Z. ſuch Friendſbip. Fot 
7 


a | God's Sake, ſet your beft Friends over. againſt your 
1 _ worſt Enemies; compare the different Spirit, with 
- which they are animated; and the quite different 


Ends, to which their Endeavours with you are di- 
rected: And then reſolve, and make the 8 
with the greateſt Sincerity, and moſt entire Depen- 
1 dence on divine Grace; Henceforward, our worf 
S; « Enemies ſhall be diſappointed ; our 5% Friend; 
| 22 „ ſhall be ſerved and pleaſed ; our own eternal Sal. 
<« vation ſhall be ſecured ; and therefore the grand 
6 Queſtion, am I in Cbriſt, or not, ſhall, without 
3 "i & farther Delay, be ſeriouſly asked; nor. will we 
= « reſt in any Thing ſhort of a ſatisfactory An- 
4 «-ſwer. : - „„ 
But this Addreſs cannot be properly concluded, 
without taking ſome Notice of thoſe, whom Cha- 
rity obliges us to place in the Rank of ſincere Chri- 
ſtians; who have nevertheleſs been neglecting the 
grand Inquiry, though not totally, yet in ſuch a 
ee as greatly to enfeeble their Graces, and di- 
miniſh their divine Comforts. Dear Fellow. Chrift- 
jans ! Is it not a moſt defirable Thing, to have 
the Spirit of God open the Eyes of your Under lan- 
ding, that ye may more diſtinctly know what is the 
Hope of his Calling, and what the Riches of the Gli 
of his Inheritance in the Saints (x)? Is it not your 
indi ſpenſible Duty and higheſt Intereſt, to grow in 
1 Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
WM Jeſus Chrift (y)? And how can ſuch important | 
IF Attainments be reaſonably expected without the d:- il _ 
ligent Uſe of all appointed Means? Therefore ſuffer | 
the Word of Exhortation, and give Diligence 8 
EEE make 


(x) Ephef, i. 18. (y) 2 Pet, iii. 18. 


1 — ona" — — ON —̃ x — tinge — * 
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fake your Calling and Election fure (z). Pant aſter | 


clearer Evidences of your Intereſt in Chiti. See 
Eternity at the Door. Think how ſoon the Jude 
' will appear, to try, and determine your State ſer 

gver. Judge pourſeluves now, that. you may not then 

YL condemned with the Mord (a). You have ne: d f 
great Searchings of Heart, leſt your want of diſcer- 
ning your Intereſt in Chriſt ſhould be owing to one, 
or other, of the Errors juſt now pointed at: Either 
to your remaining Ignorance of the Truths of the 
Goſpel ; or, to your lamentable Neglect of eternal 
Things; or, to your cheriſhing ſome criminal Paſ- 


ſion; or, your making Uſe of falſe Evidences; or, 
unjuftly limiting the Operations of the Spirit; or, 


not applying divine Promiſes ; or, your not coming 
to the Table of the Lord; or (may it not be ad- 
ded) to your careleſs Attendance at that holy La- 


ble, and Forgetfulneſs of the Engagements fo ſo- 


lemnly made there. Examine your ſelves, try, ard 
prove your own ſelves, Fervently pray for divine Aſ- 


fiſtance, Intreat the Lord, not to take his holy Spi- 


rit from you (b). Beg that the Spirit of Truth may 
take of the Things of Chrift, and fhew them un- 
to you (c). Join your ſ:lves to /ively and ex- 
perienced Chriſtians, and defire their Prayers and 
Counſels. Ask them, how their Evidences of an 
Intereſt in Chri/t were firſt diſcovered, and how the 
Clearneſs of them has fince been maintained an! 
increaſed. See, with peculiar Attention, haw much 
they value, and how afraid they are ts loſe, their divine 
Comforts ; and therefore with what Conftancy they 
watch and pray leſt they 5 into Temptation; d); ad 


how 


| (z) 2 Pet. i. 10. (a) 1 Cor. xi. 32. 
(b) Pſalm li. 11. (c) John xvi, 15. 
(d) Mat. Xvi 41, 1 Z 


— 
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how ſollicitous they are to walk circumſpettly, ny 
as Fools, but as Wiſe, redeeming the Time, becauſe the 
| Days are evil (e). If one of thoſe holy and hapyy 
BE Souls may ſpeak for the reſt, this Advice cannot 
E conclude in better Words than Mr. Flavel's; * ] 
11 4 yerily believe, (ſays that excellent Man) that the 
5 « ſweeteſt Hours Chriſtians enjoy in this World 
<« are, when they retire into their Cloſets, and fit 


„ c there concealed from all Eyes, but him that 


< made them; looking, now, into the Bible; then, 


& cloſely following the grand Debate about their 
c Intereſt in Chriſi, till they have brought it to the 
happy defired Iſlue “.“ | 


* Mr, Flavel 2 Cure of Mental Errors. ad Appendix, page 
j F 47, 408, 'T f 


& into their own Hearts; and then, up to God; 
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HE attentive Rented will obſerve the 
KEE Account given of Fauh in the laſt Ser- 
„ee mon, [Page 65, 66.] and will in ſome 
KIRK Meaſure ſee the great Importance of ad- 

hering to that Manner of flating it, as 
belt calculated to promote a well grounded and 
comfortable View of our Intereſt in Chr! N. More 
fully to convince him how important this is, I beg 
Leave to add the following Remarks. | 

*Fhe other and very different Ways of ſtating 
Faith, are chiefly theſe two; either as conſiſting 
in a mere Aſſent to the Goſpel as true; or, in the Aj: 
ſurance of our Perſonal Interęſt in Chriſt. One ſinks 
it t /aw ; the other raiſes it te high. Thefor 
mer takes a Part for the Mole; the latter puts the 
Effea for the Cauſe. Both are dangerous, as they 
tend to perplex the Mind, and hinder it in its.re- 
gular Advances towards Holineſs and Comfort. 

Concerning the firſt of theſe, it muſt be allowed, 


that, as Knowledge is the Foundation of Practice, c 


therefore a mere. Aſſent to the Goſpel as true, an Hije 


 torical Faith, or a Per ſuafion that Jeſus Chriſt is the 


Saviour of A is of real Importance in Chriſti- 
anity. Without this Aent, as the firſt Step, there 
can be no coniing at thoſe other Things in which 

92 | the 


$6) APPENDIS. * 
we Life of Faith conſiſts ; viz, an carneſt Deſire and 
 "Expedtation of the Bleſſings which Chriſt has promiſed 
in the Giſpel, Dependence upon him, and Subjection to 
iin. To theſe, this Aſent ought to be wholly ſub- 
{c;:viem 3 and from theſe, it ſhould derive all its 
Value. Abſtracted from theſe, what is it but a 
mere notional and ſpeculative Thing? A Faith not 
 faving, as it neither produces Peace in the Conſci- 
ence, nor Purity in the Heart; A Sort of vague 
Eno lege, that is not intereſting to us, becaule 
thereby the great Truths of the Goſpel are not ap- 

_ plied to their proper ſalutary Purpoſes, either for re- 
Leving a Mind oppreſſed with a Senſe of Guiit, - 
or for implanting in the Heart every Grace and 
Virtue !? Aſſent, in this abſtracted View of it, is the 
Muotoledge which puffeth up; but Charity, or that 
Faith which worketh by Love, edificth (a). As long 
as this Aſent remaineth alone, it nameth the Name 1 
br ii, but does not depart from Tniquity (b). It calls 
Chri/t, Lord, Lerd, and does not the Things which he 
ſays (c). It wears a Form of Godlineſs but denies the 
Pawer thereof (d). It is the very ſame Faith the 
Apoſtle James is ſpeaking of, when he obſerves, the 
Devils alfe believe and tremble (e). Too apparent 
are the Proofs which Multitudes in the Ciſtiun 
[Ferld now give, that their Faith riſes no higher 
than this general A ent; and at beſt is no more 
than the Credit demanded from them to any au- 
thentick, but unintereſting, Hiſtory. Awful are the 
Intimations which our Lord gives, that many wil! in 
the great Day be found to have had no other, nor 
better Faith than his, to whom he will-then profeſs, 


(a) 1 Cor. viii. 1. Gal. v. 6. (b) 2 Tim. ih 19. 
(e) Luke vi. 46. [d) 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
(e) James ii. 19. 
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1 500. knew you; n from me, ye that work Ini- 
uity (f). 
; "The Popiſh World i is, as it were, naturally for- 
med to a Complacency i in this very inſufficient Kind 
of Faith, becauſe it is ſo intimately connected 
with their Fundamental Doctrine of Merit, and 
with which it ſo effectually concurs in cheri- 
ſhing Pride, Self. Dependence and Self. Righteouſ- 
neſs, and in multiplying every lifeleſs Form of De- 
votion, or rather of Superſtition. Hence it comes 
to paſs, that the Council of Trent, that Standard of 
modern Popery, ** anathematizes all thoſe, who 


„ maintain ſuch Doctrines as imply, that the cer- 


« tain Knowledge of a Perſonal Intereſt in Chriſt 
« js attainable, except by a ſpecial Revelation (g).“ 
The Prete/tant Mord has, indeed, profeſſedly re- 


jected the Doctrine of Merit, and treated Hi/tori- 


cal Faith as only valuable, when it ferves to beget 
and ſtrengthen the nobler Ingredients of a ſaving 
Fiith.” And happy would it be, if all that call 
themſelves Proteſtants would, in their Practice, ad- 


here to ſuch a rational and ſcriptural Profeſſion! 


Happy indeed! to have Thouſands around us alar- 
med with whol:-ſfome Terror, whom the moſt dan- 
gerous Inſenſibility has made ealy and ſecure on the 
Brink of Ruin; whoſe Faith, it is greatly to be ſear- 
ed, is all Aſent and merely Hijtrrical, and who 
have too often been taught to eſteem it to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes cual; fo that their Cinjcience 
is, as it were, ſeared with an hot Iren (h). 
As for the oppolite Extreme of making Faith to 
confiſt in the 4 Afurance -& cur Perſonal Intereſt in 
D 2 - Chrift ; 


(f) Mat. vii. 22, 23. 
(g) Vid Concil. Trid. Sell, vi. Cap. 15 and 16. 
(h) 1 Tim. iv. 2. 


2» APPENDIX. 
Chri/ ; to what I have already ſaid concerning its 


35 dangerous Tendency, in the laſt Sermon, I ſhall. 


here add an Extract from the Writings of Dr. 
Richard Sibbs, who was Preacher to the honourable 
Sectety of Gray Inn. and Maſter of Katherime- Hall 
in Cambridge, and died 1635. This eminent Di- 
vine ſtates a Query in theſe Words; „ May not 
% there be Daubtings, where there is true Faith? 
«© May not a true Believer be without Aſſurance? 
And he gives the following Anſwer to it. There 
& be three Ranks of Chriſtians; | 

“ Firſt, Some that are yet under the Spirit of 
by Bone, like little Children, and do all for Fear. 

„ Secondly, Thoſe that are under the Spirit of 
Adoption, and do many Things well; but yet 

are not altogether free from Fear. Theſe are 
like thoſe Children, that are moved with Reve- 
rence to obey. their Parents, and yet find their 
Commands ſomewhat irkſeme unto them, 
„he Third are ſuch as, by the Love of God 
Ad avread into their Hearts by the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, are carried with large Spirits to- obey their 
acher; and are, herein, like unto thoſe Children, 

* that not only obey, but take a Delight in it, up- 
upon a Judgment that both Obedience, and the 
Thing wherein they obey is good. 

This we ought to labour for. But we find 
many Chriflians in the ſecond Rank. Many 
truly believe in Chriſt, by ſome Light let into 
their Hearts by the Spirit of Adoption, who are 
not yet fully affured of "the Love of Chrift. 

„ There is the A of Faith, and the Fruit of 
Faith The Ad of Faith is, to caſt ourſelves 
upon God's Mercy in Chriſt : The Prait of 


Fa:th is, in nene, to be aſſured of this. 
« We 
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© want a double Aſſurance; viz. firſt, Aſſurance of 


& their Faith, being not able to Ju 5 at all Times 
„ of their own Ac: Likewi ec 


ondly 


„Aſſu- 


«. rance of their State in Grace, as in Ti he of De- 


« ſertion and Temptation. 
« Time, caſts itſelf upon Gbr. as knowing Com- 


A Soul, at ſuch a 


«. fort is there to be had, tho” he be not ſure of 
it for himſelf. And this the Soul does out of 
Obedience, tho' not out of Feeling; as the 
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« Afſarance is God's Seal; 
When we ſet-to our Seal, by believing ; He ſets- 
to his Seal, aſſuring us of 


poor Man in the Goſpel, 


Deep, cries ; and, in the dark, trufls in 
this is the "bold Adventure of F aith; th 


Object whereof is Chriſt, held-out in a 


Lord, I believe, help 
my Unbelief. The Soul oftentimes, 45 of the ® 
od. And 


eit 


2 


miſe; and not Aſſurance ; which ſpringeth from 


the firſt Act, when it pleaſeth God to ſhine up- 
on the Soul, and is a Reward of glorifying God's 


Mercy in Chriſt by caſting the Soul upon his 


Truth and Goodneſs. 


our Condition. 


Faith is our Seal. 


We 


yield fir the Aſſent and the Conſent of Faith, 
and then God puts his Seal to the Contract. 
There muſt be a good Title, before a Confirma- 
tion; a Planting, before a Rooting and Eftabhiſh- 


ing; the Bargain before the Earneſt. 


„ Some would have Faith to be, an overpowering 
Light of the Soul, whereby they andoubredly believe 
themſelves to be Chri/t's, and Cbriſt to be their's; 
which ſtumbleth many a we2a4, yet true Chriſtian. 
” Tor this is rather the Fruit £ a flrong Faith, 

e than 


% We muſt know, that Faith is one Thing, 22 
4 ſurance another. They may have Faith, and yet 
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ee than the A# of a weak Faith, which firuggleth 
« with Doeubtings untill it hach gotten the upper 
„% Hand (i). 
It Sehe be ea ay to fill a large Vale with Ex- 
ritings of the moſt eminent Di- 
vines, that have lived in our Country ſince Dr. 
Sibbs, and who Ml of them ſpeak the ſame. Senti- 
ments. But for fear of ſwelling this Appendix too 
much, it ſhalt cloſe with the Words of Dr. Watts. 
He is contemplating the Condition of the Saints as 


untuctun in this World, and among other Things 


he obſerves, “ Tt ſeems proper there ſhould be 


e ſomething of a Cloud upon them, pon their own 


& Acctuntfbecauſe the preſent State of a Chriſtian 
iss State of Trial. We are not to walk by Sight 


„ as the Saints above and Angels do; they know 


« they are. poſſeſſed of Life and Bleſſedneſs, for 


« they ſee God  himfelf near them, Chriſi in the. 
% Midſt of them, and Glory all around them. Our 


«Work is to live by Faith; and therefore God has 
ce not made either his Love to us, or his Grace in 


us, ſo obvious and apparent to ourſelves, as that 


« every Chriſtian, even the weak and the unwatch- 
&« ful, ſhould be ſully. aſſured of his Salvation. He has 


* not appointed the Principle of Life within us, to 


« ſparkle in ſo divine a Manner, as to be always 
t ſelf-evident to the beſt of Chriſtians, much leſs to 
de the Luke-warm and the Backſlider. It is ft that 
te jt ſhould not be too. ſenſibly manifeſt, becauſe it 

& js ſo ſenſibly imperfect ; that we might examine 
& ourſelves whether we are in the Faith, and prove 


e ourſelves, whether Chr iſt, as a Principle of Life, 


& will in hh or no (k). While ſo many Snares 
ws and 


(i) Dr. Sibbs 's Fountain {:aled, p. 209273, | 
(K) 2 2 Cor, xlll, 5. 
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ce and fins 4550 + hs nd us, a mingle 


« with our ſpiritual Life, there will be ſomething of 
« Darkneſs ready to riſe and obſcure it, that ſo we 


& may maintain a holy Jealouſy and Solicitude a- 
e bout our own State, that we may ſearch with 


« Diligence to find whether we have a divine Life | 


« or no, and be called and urged ofcen to look in- 
e wards. 
« This Degree of remaining Darkneſs, and the 


©« doubtful State of a {lothful Chriſtian, is fome- 
times of great uſe to ſpur him onward in his 


„Race of Holineſs, and quicken him to aſpire at- 


ter the higheſt Meaſures of the ſpiritual Life; 


that when its Acts are more vigorous, it may 
ſhine with the brighteſt Evidence, and give the 
“Soul of the Believer full Satisfaction and Joy. It 


„ ſerves alſo to awaken the drowſy Chriſtian to 


„keep a holy Watch over his Heart and Practice, 
„ left Sin and Temptation make a foul Inroad 
& upon his divine Life, ſpread ſtill a thicker Cloud 
over his beſt Hopes, and break the Peace of his 


* Conſcience, Though the Principle of Grace 
„be not always ſelf-evident, yet we are required 


* to give Diligence, to make and to * it ſure. 
n Rt. 0 


) Watts's Poſthumous Works, W of Time, p. 297--299. 


N. B. I following Hymns were written in a 


very different Form by a Divine of the laſt Age. 


'Tis hoped they will not be unacceptable ſo the pi- 


ous Reader (notwithſtanding the ſimplicity of the 


Language and Poetry) as the Alphabetical Manner 
of beginning each Line may ſerve to impreſs them 
on the Memory, and the Sentiments may not a 


little promote the practical Deſign of the preceding 
dermons. The 
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"The Cbriſtian S RL T-Ix jJuncTIONS, 
- for the Morning. | 


i A RISE betimes, and praiſe the Lord; 
Be all Attention to his Word; 
Call on his Name with fervent Prayer; 
Deny mylelf; for Death prepare. 


2 Each Moment piouſly improve; 
For Friends, and Foes, breathe ardent Love; 
(Zuard wel my ever-1oving Thoughts ; 
{Late and forſake my fav'rite Faults, 


In Virtue's Dreſs adorn my Life; 
Keep far from Pride, Luſt, Paſhon, Strife; 
Live ſtill by Faith on Fe/as' Name; 
My Maker's Praiſe be all my Aim. 


4 No Thoughts ſo much inJulge, as thoſe 
Of Judgment, Heav'n and endleſs W oes ;- 
Prudence and [ruth my Lips ſtill guard; 
Quell fland'rous Talk as ſoon as heard, 


5 Raſh Promiſes avoid with Care; 
Speak gracious Words with pious Fear; 
Take daily Food with Pray'r and Praiſe, 
Uſe it for Strength in Heav'nly Ways, 


6 Wiſe be my Intimates and few ; 
Nactly pay to all their Due; | 
Vet lay up Store with frugal Care, 
Zealous the Poor may largely ſhare, 
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| 8, The Cbriſtians SELF-EXAMINATION, 
for the Evening. | 


' 1 A ROSE I ſoon to praiſe the Lord? 
2 Bent was my Mind to ſearch his Word? 
Cali'd I on him with fervent Breath ? 
Deny'd 1 Self? Thought I of Death? 


2 Each paſſing Hour did I improve? 
For Friends, and Foes, flam*d I with Love? 
Guarded were all my roving Thoughts ? 
Have I toriook my fav*rite Faults ? 


3 In Virtue's Dreſs form'd T my Life ? 

_ Kept I from Pride, Luft, Faſſion, Strife ? 
Liv*d I by Faith on Jeſus Name? 
Made I my Maker's Praiſe my Aim? © 


4 No Thoughts did I fo chuſe, as thoſe 
Of future Judgment, Joys, and Woes ? 
Piac'd I before my Lips a Guard ? 
Quell'd I the fland*rous Talk I heard? 


5 Rath Promiſes ſhun'd I with Care? 
Spake I with Grace and pious Fear? 
Took I iay Food with Pray'r and Praiſe ? 
Us'd I my Strength in Heav'nly Ways? 


6 Wiſe were my Intimates, and few? 
*Xactly paid I all their Due? 
Yet careful to increaſe my Store? 
Zealous to feed and cloth the Poor? 


be ES. 
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